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Yemen: Al-Qaeda’s Expansion. Saudi-Led Military
Actions Coordinated with those of AQAP Terrorists
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Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) has been rapidly expanding across Yemen since
the Saudi-led intervention in the country. AQAP took control of five cities in past weeks and
gained control of two additional provincial capitals in the past two months. The group is de-
facto ally of the Saudi coalition in the conflict. U.S. airstrikes against AQAP look like a bad PR
stunt amid the close collaboration with the group’s main ally in the country.

In February, AQAP secured its access to the key route linking its al Mukalla stronghold to
Ja’ar. Its rapid expansion may mark the start of an effort to consolidate control over the area
that it could govern. AQAP will most likely continue this effort by aiming to recapture Lawder
and Mudia and set an access to al Bayda. Anti-al Houthi forces aligned with the Saudi-led
coalition currently control the towns, but AQAP is operating in the area without problems.
Indeed, AQAP is facing a little resistance from any Saudi-backed forces.

The Saudi-led coalition’s actions to combat the al Houthi-Saleh forces and re-establishing
Abdu Rabbu Mansour Hadi’s government in Aden are clearly coordinated with AQAP. The
group has been actively targeting the leadership of the popular resistance committees allied
with the al Houthi-Saleh forces. An important fact is the same committees coordinated with
the Yemeni military against the group in 2012. Thus, despite the coalition’s statements to
combat AQAP, the Saudi-led forces will unlikely open a front against their ally.

American PR actions, called “countering AQAP”, will  not halt AQAP’s expansion. Limited
number of airstrikes just maintain a semblance of the anti-terror campaign in the country. In
turn, the US-supported gulf countries’ actions are setting the ground for further expansion of
the group.  Despite the ceasefire,  the Yemen war is  far  from its  over.  AQAP,  meanwhile,  is
strengthening the military capabilities and consolidating gains on the ground.

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2016

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/international-military-review-yemen-al-qaedas-expansion/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/9-11-war-on-terrorism
https://southfront.org/international-military-review-yemen-al-qaedas-expansion/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/international-military-review-yemen-al-qaedas-expansion/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront


| 2

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

