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White House Says It Opposes a Ceasefire in Ukraine

The US is against any potential Chinese efforts to broker a deal between
Russia and Ukraine as Xi is headed to Moscow
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The White House has_come out against a ceasefire in Ukraine ahead of Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s trip to Moscow to potentially mediate between Russian President Vladimir Putin and
his counterpart in Kyiv.

Xi is due to arrive in Moscow on Monday and is expected to speak virtually to Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky following his talks with Putin. Xi’s trip comes after Beijing
released a 12-point peace plan for Ukraine that called for the two sides to cease hostilities
and for peace talks to begin.

Zelensky expressed openness to China’s proposal, but it was immediately rejected by
President Biden.

“We don't support calls for a ceasefire right now,” White House National Security
Council spokesman John Kirby said on Friday, according to Newsweek. “We certainly
don’t support calls for a ceasefire that would be called for by the PRC in a meeting in
Moscow that would simply benefit Russia.”

Kirby's comments come as Ukrainian and Russian forces continue to battle in the Donbas
city of Bakhmut, which has become known as the “meat grinder” due to the heavy
casualties. Ukraine has been pouring in barely-trained conscripts to fight in the city, and the
US thinks Kyiv is wasting_too many resources in the battle.

The US wants Ukraine to launch a counteroffensive in the spring, although a senior
Ukrainian official_told The Washington Post last week that Kyiv doesn’t have the resources to
pull it off. Kirby’s reasoning for opposing a ceasefire at this time is that a pause in fighting
could concede territory to Moscow.

Kirby said the ceasefire would, “in effect, recognize Russia’s gains, and its attempt to
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conquer his neighbor’s territory by force, allowing Russian troops to continue to occupy
sovereign Ukrainian territory and, of course, it would be another continued violation of the
UN Charter.”

The US and its allies discouraged peace talks and mediation efforts that were conducted
shortly after Russia’s February 2022 invasion. At that time, Moscow was seeking a deal that

would have reverted to the pre-invasion territorial lines. But now, Ukraine stands to lose
much more as Russia has annexed the territory it controls in the Ukrainian oblasts of
Kherson and Zaporizhzhia and the breakaway Donbas republics of Donetsk and Luhansk.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share buttons above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to repost and share widely Global
Research articles.

Dave DeCamp is the news editor of Antiwar.com, follow him on Twitter @decampdave.

Featured image is from GlobelyNews

The original source of this article is Antiwar.com
Copyright © Dave DeCamp, Antiwar.com, 2023

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dave DeCamp

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://news.antiwar.com/2023/02/05/former-israeli-pm-bennett-says-us-blocked-his-attempts-at-a-russia-ukraine-peace-deal/
https://news.antiwar.com/2022/08/31/report-russia-ukraine-tentatively-agreed-on-peace-deal-in-april/
https://news.antiwar.com/2023/03/19/white-house-says-it-opposes-a-ceasefire-in-ukraine/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/dave-decamp
https://news.antiwar.com/2023/03/19/white-house-says-it-opposes-a-ceasefire-in-ukraine/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/dave-decamp
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

