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We bring to the attention of our readers the complete declassified White House report which
accuses the Syrian government of deliberately killing its own people triggering people. The
report is entitled “The Assad Regime’s Use of Chemical Weapons on April 4, 2017”

Click Here to read complete report (PDF)
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The Assad Regime’s Use of Chemical Weapons on April 4, 2017

The United States is confident that the Syrian regime conducted a chemical weapons attack, using the
nerve agent sarin, against its own people in the town of Khan Shaykhun in southem Idlib Province on
April 4, 2017. According to observers at the scene, the attack resulted in at least 50 and up to 100
fatalities (including many children), with hundreds of additional injuries.

We have confidence in our assessment because we have signals intelligence and geospatial intelligence,
laboratory analysis of physiological samples collected from multiple victims, as well as a significant body
of credible open source reporting, that tells a clear and consistent story. We cannot publicly release all
available intelligence on this attack due to the need to protect sources and methods, but the following
includes an unclassified summary of the U.S. Intelligence Community’s analysis of this attack.

Summary of the U.S. Intelligence Community’s Assessment of the April 4 Attack

The Syrian regime maintains the capability and intent to use chemical weapons against the opposition to
prevent the loss of territory deemed critical to its survival. We assess that Damascus launched this
chemical attack in response to an opposition offensive in northern Hamah Province that threatened key
infrastructure. Senior regime military leaders were probably involved in planning the attack.

A significant body of pro-opposition social media reports indicate that the chemical attack began in Khan
Shaykhun at 6:55 AM local time on April 4,

Our information indicates that the chemical agent was delivered by regime Su-22 fixed-wing aircraft that
took off from the regime-controlled Shayrat Airfield. These aircraft were in the vicinity of Khan
Shaykhun approximately 20 minutes before reports of the chemical attack began and vacated the area
shortly after the attack. Additionally, our information indicates personnel historically associated with
Syria’s chemical weapons program were at Shayrat Airfield in late March making preparations for an
upcoming attack in Northern Syria, and they were present at the airfield on the day of the attack.

Hours after the April 4 attack, there were hundreds of accounts of victims presenting symptoms
consistent with sarin exposure, such as frothing at the nose and mouth, twitching, and pinpoint pupils.
This constellation of symptoms is inconsistent with exposure to a respiratory irritant like chlorine—
which the regime has also used in attacks—and is extremely unlikely to have resulted from a
conventional attack because of the number of victims in the videos and the absence of other visible
injuries. Open source accounts posted following the attack reported that first responders also had
difficulty breathing, and that some lost consclousness after coming into contact with the victims—
consistent with secondary exposure to nerve agent.

Click Here to read complete report (PDF)

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Global Research News, Global Research, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research
News

| 2


http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Screen-Shot-2017-04-15-at-09.17.33.png
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/3553049/Syria-Chemical-Weapons-Report-White-House.pdf
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

