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While Attacks in Israel Make Headlines,
Humanitarian Crisis in Gaza Ignored
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The recent acute humanitarian crisis in Gaza—on top of the routine humanitarian crisis that
defines  everyday existence  there—has  gotten  sparse  coverage in  US media  over  the  past
three weeks.

Israeli  officials  have  cut  off  electricity  to  almost  2  million  Gazans  for  all  but  three  or  four
hours a day—in conjunction with nominal Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas, who has cut
funding  for  Gaza’s  electricity  in  an  effort  to  punish  his  political  rivals  in  Hamas.  The  Gaza
Strip,  which  remains  under  effective  Israeli  control  despite  the  2005  withdrawal  of  Israeli
troops,  requires  450  megawatts  daily,  but  since  June  has  received  only  around  150
megawatts per day. The power cuts, according to UN humanitarian coordinator Robert
Piper, severely undermine “critical functions in the health, water and sanitation sectors,”
and have created a “looming humanitarian catastrophe.”

The vast majority of US media also ignored a devastating UN report published Tuesday,
documenting the humanitarian conditions in Gaza over the past ten years.

Neither  the  electrical  crisis  nor  the  UN  report  has  been  covered  by  the  New York
Times, ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN, MSNBC or Fox News—though the Times and ABC did
run AP reports on the former.

The Washington Post  (6/22/17) reported on the electricity cuts just over three weeks ago,
but made sure to note in their headline “it’s not all Israel’s fault.” The Post (7/12/17) also
mentioned the Gaza electricity cuts in a broader piece, told from Israel’s perspective, about
that country’s fears that “Hamas will go to war.”  NPR did not report on the electricity crisis,
but unlike the Post, it did have a piece (7/11/17) on the UN report.

In stark contrast, an attack on two Israeli police officers in Jerusalem Thursday was reported
by  all  the  above  outlets  except  MSNBC.  The  New  York  Times  (7/14/17),  ABC
News  (7/14/17),  CBS  News  (7/14/17),  NBC  News  (7/14/17),  CNN  (7/14/17),  Fox
News (7/14/17), all dedicated airtime and/or column inches to the shooting in the Old City.

Attacks on Israeli forces—even ones that occur, like this week’s strike, in illegally occupied
territory—are framed as random acts of hate with no political context. None of the above
reports on the Jerusalem attack made any mention of the increasingly dire situation in Gaza.
Nor,  even  more  conspicuously,  was  there  any  mention  of  Israel’s  killing  of  two
Palestinians in a West Bank refugee camp less than a day before.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/adam-johnson
http://fair.org/home/while-attacks-in-israel-make-headlines-humanitarian-crisis-in-gaza-ignored/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/crimes-against-humanity
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/media-disinformation
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/media-disinformation
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/poverty-social-inequality
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/palestine
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/07/sole-gaza-power-station-turned-due-fuel-crisis-170712211224673.html
https://imeu.org/article/reference-sheet-israel-gaza-international-law1
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/07/sole-gaza-power-station-turned-due-fuel-crisis-170712211224673.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57157#.WWkeS-mQwdV
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/theres-a-real-power-struggle-going-on-in-the-gaza-strip/2017/06/22/fc5a71e0-56b7-11e7-840b-512026319da7_story.html?tid=a_inl&utm_term=.0a354a848e30
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/as-palestinian-leaders-fight-over-gaza-israel-worries-hamas-will-go-to-war/2017/07/12/0f85bb50-6584-11e7-94ab-5b1f0ff459df_story.html?utm_term=.9358106ad02b
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/07/11/536656901/u-n-says-gaza-is-de-developing-even-faster-than-expected
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/14/world/middleeast/israel-attack-jerusalem.html
http://abcnews.go.com/GMA/video/shooting-unfolds-jerusalem-holy-site-48633424
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/07/14/2-israeli-officers-killed-near-jerusalem-holy-site/
http://www.nbcnews.com/video/video-shows-police-attack-in-jerusalem-997677635978
http://www.cnn.com/2017/07/14/middleeast/jerusalem-shooting/index.html
http://video.foxnews.com/v/5507694225001/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-israel-palestinians-idUSKBN19X0TO
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-israel-palestinians-idUSKBN19X0TO


| 2

The  routine,  “factored-in”  suffering  of  Palestinians—even  when  ramped  up  to  hellish
levels—is barely worth a mention by US media. It just is. And when it is touched on, it’s
generally framed as Hamas or the Palestinian Authority’s fault, with the broader role played
by Israel’s devastating, 50-year-occupation downplayed or omitted.

Adam Johnson is a contributing analyst for FAIR.org.
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