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On Thursday, French defense ministry officials confirmed the deployment of French special
forces in northern Syria with the announced purpose of advising Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) in the recapturing of the city of Manbij from Daesh; however Russian military experts
told the Russian media what might really be behind the move.

“The offensive at Manbij is clearly being backed by a certain number of states including
France. It's the usual support — it's advisory,” AFP quoted one French defense ministry
official as saying, without giving further details on the deployment. The official especially
stressed that French special forces will not intervene militarily themselves and are not
supposed to engage in combat with Daesh militants.Last Friday French Defense Minister
Jean-Yves Le Drian also commented on the issue saying that the French troops were helping
operations at Manbij “through weapons supplies, air presence and advice.”
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Armed men in uniform identified by Syrian Democratic forces as US special operations
forces ride in the back of a pickup truck in the village of Fatisah in the northern Syrian
province of Raga on May 25, 201

According to AFP reports, the SDF, a US-backed Kurdish-dominated alliance, are on the
northern edge of Manbij, a strategic town held by Daesh that serves as a waypoint
between the Turkish border and the jihadists’ stronghold of Ragqga.Russian military experts
provided their own explanations what might lie behind the move.’

Thus the French President Can Announce He is Fighting Against Terrorism’

Leonid Ivashov, retired General Colonel, former chief of the department for General affairs
in the Soviet Union’s Ministry of Defense and currently the vice-president of the Academy
on geopolitical affairs says that the French forces are not taking part in the fighting
directly. “The French units, more likely, are conducting reconnaissance and acting as air
controllers. They also support contacts with the terrorist groups, among others, in the hope
of being able to influence the overall situation in the region,” he said in an interview
with Svobodnaya Pressa (Free Press).

The retired General Colonel also noted that such a group (about 100 people) could not play
an important role in the conflict, but these activities serve as training for the French military
in peaceful time but in combat conditions, what he described as a “run-in test” for the
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special forces.He added that the French presence in Syria is also important from the political
point of view, because in this case President Hollande can announce that the authorities are
actively participating in the fight against terrorism.This announcement will be reported
by the mass media, hailing the president’s decision.

France Better Use These Forces at Home While It Hosts European Football Cup

However, Middle East expert Abdel Bari Atwan is convinced that this move might turn out to
be a counterproductive one and serve no good to France itself. “I was surprised by the news
about the deployment,” he said in an interview with RT.“First, why the French special
forces,” he questioned. “Secondly, why now?”“| think that the move might turn out to be
counterproductive and serve no good to France, which is currently hosting the European
Football Cup.He also suggested that the French might want to look involved in the military
successes in Syria, which are currently owed to the Syrians, Russians and Iranians.The
expert also added that he does not see any sense in the move as it is already too late

‘It is All About Gas Pipelines’

However Anatoly Nesmiyan, Russian military expert and blogger, better known by his
username el_murid, provided a completely different point of view.

“Once Syria was France’s mandate territory and the French continue watching carefully
over the situation in the country,” he said in an interview with Svobodnaya Pressa.

“However the problem is that the Americans are now trying to create a transit Kurdish
corridor, but not against Daesh, but to ensure the transit of Iranian gas,” he suggested.”

In other words, the idea of two gas pipelines, which what the Syrian war is all about, is still
hanging in the air: the first pipeline was to be from Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Syria and
Turkey further into Europe; the second one, known as the “Islamic Pipeline” was supposed
to run Iran-lrag-Syria and further through Mediterranean Sea into Europe,” he explained.The
expert added that the failure of the Qatar project has not discouraged the ‘game players’
and the project might be revived, taking into account the thaw in relations with Iran and
active Kurdish position.In this case, he explained, the recapture of Manbij is of key interest,
as there meet the interests of the US and Europe.

The recapture will enable control of the border city of Jerablus, which is essential to the
unification of the Kurdish cantons of Afrin and Kobani.The Turks are against this scenario, he
said, but it seems that nobody is listening to them. The problem however is that the SDF
have encircled the city, which was not very difficult due to the open landscape and the
aerial support of the US-led coalition.But the Kurds are unable to enter the city on their own,
this is beyond their potential. They don’t have such special forces which could efficiently
fight in a city. Besides, Daesh has relocated some of its forces from the border city of Azaz
to Ragqga and to Manbij, seriously reinforcing their positions there. This could be one of the
main reasons why the French forces appeared near Manbij, where the American and British
special forces are already operating.

There are some reports, the expert said, the Belgians will join them in the near future. And
taking into account the importance of the city, the expert did not rule out that the
Americans and the Europeans will be in the first ranks of an offensive on Manbij.!



It is All About Division of Syria

‘Semyon Bagdasarov, Director of the Moscow-based Center for Middle Eastern and Central
Asian Studies is convinced that the move will lead to the division of Syria.“The French now
want to settle in Syria, and the simplest way is to do it in the north-east of the country,
together with the Americans,” he said in an interview with Svobodnaya Pressa.The expert
also noted that in March the Kurds announced the creation of a federal region in the north
of Syria. They also set up a council which united not only the Kurds, but also Arabs,
Assyrians, Christians and Turkmen.

“It is a typical western vision of democracy - to unite everyone. What it will lead to, is
another question, but, without any doubt, it is all about the division of Syria,” he said.

He also stressed that taking into consideration the interest of Turkey in the north-west of the
country - near the city of Azaz and near Aleppo - Ankara was given the freedom of action,
so to say, if the Turks with the help of rebels and their special forces can take Aleppo
under its full control, this quasi-state will remain in their domain. The rest of the territory will
be controlled by Damascus.
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