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Wealthy Countries’ Commitment Towards COP29 as
Climate Change Displaces Millions Across Africa

By Kester Kenn Klomegah
Global Research, November 05, 2024
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Theme: Environment

Introductory Note on Environmental Modification Techniques

Important article by Kester K. Klomegah. 

The fake Co2 climate narrative underlying the COP29 Conference in Baku is being applied to
impoverish an entire continent.

As  in  previous  Climate  summits,  environmental  modification  techniques  (ENMOD)  –which
can  trigger  tsunamis,  typhoons  and  earthquakes–  have  been  casually  dismissed.  The
emphasis is on CO2 and the dangers of Global Warming.  

Ironically, Environmental Modification Techniques (ENMOD) were acknowledged by the UN in
1977 upon the signing in Geneva of  the Convention on the Prohibition of Military or
Any Other Hostile Use of Environmental Modification Techniques. 

There are too many coincidences and contradictions. The causes of extreme weather
conditions must be addressed.  Much of  the information on the use of  ENMOD and its
impacts is “classified”. 

The matter should be the object of an inter-governmental investigation (under the auspices
of the UNGA) conducted in accordance with the terms of  the historic 1977 International
Convention ratified by the UN General Assembly banning  “military or other hostile use
of  environmental  modification  techniques  having  widespread,  long-lasting  or
severe  effects.”  (See  AP,  18  May  1977).  Both  the  US  and  the  Soviet  Union  were
signatories  to  the  Convention:

….Each State Party to this Convention undertakes not to engage in military … use of
environmental  modification  techniques  having  widespread,  long-lasting  or  severe
effects  as  the  means  of  destruction,  damage  or  injury  to  any  other  State  Party.
(Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other Hostile Use of Environmental
Modification Techniques,  United Nations,  Geneva,  May 18,  1977.  Entered into force:  5
October 1978, see full text of Convention in Annex)
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To Read the full text of the UN Convention, click here

Michel Chossudovsky,  Global Research, November 5, 2024

 *   *   *

With millions of people already displaced by climate change disasters in Africa, the richer
countries most responsible for global warming must agree at the COP29 climate conference
in Baku, Azerbaijan to fully pay for the catastrophic loss of homes and damage to livelihoods
taking place across the continent, Amnesty International said. They must also fully fund
African governments’ adaptation measures to prevent further forced displacement, stop
human rights violations and help them achieve a fast and fair  phase out of fossil  fuel
production and use. 

These  same  countries  must  then  follow  up  on  their  agreement  by  urgently  financing
the Fund for  responding to  Loss  and Damage,  the main international  fund addressing
climate change’s unavoidable harms. So far, such countries have pledged less than USD 700
million of the 400 billion dollars that lower-income countries estimate they need for loss and
damage by 2030. Meanwhile, adaptation may cost USD 30 to 50 billion per year in sub-
Saharan Africa  alone.  International  financial  institutions  must  ensure  equitable  distribution
of the money to African countries based on need. 

“African people have contributed the least to climate change, yet from Somalia to
Senegal, Chad to Madagascar, we are suffering a terrible toll of this global emergency
which has driven millions of people from their homes. It’s time for the countries who
caused all this devastation to pay up so African people can adapt to the climate change
catastrophe,” said Samira Daoud, Amnesty International Regional Director for West and
Central Africa. 

Global Crisis, African Catastrophe 

Amnesty  International  research  shows  that  in  every  corner  of  the  African  continent,
droughts, floods, storms or heat are displacing people within countries and across borders,
resulting in human rights violations including loss of shelter, disrupted access to food, health
care and education, plus risk of gender-based violence and even death. 

While African governments are responsible for protecting human rights in this crisis, they
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cannot adequately do so unless richer countries provide the funds. 

In Somalia alone, more than a million people have been displaced by protracted drought and
recurrent floods which have decimated farms, killed livestock and destroyed houses, forcing
communities  already  vulnerable  from  decades  of  civil  war  to  flee  to  camps  for  internally
displaced persons or to Kenya and Ethiopia. 

In coastal Senegal, rising seas have destroyed entire villages, forcing thousands of people
inland where they suffer lack of jobs and shelter without adequate support. 

In  Chad,  rising  temperatures  have pushed livestock  herders  to  the country’s  southern
agricultural regions to find grazing land and water, leading to deadly clashes with farmers in
the absence of effective conflict management and support for both groups. 

Many  parts  of  the  continent  are  suffering  severe  droughts,  likely  exacerbated  by  climate
change.  A six-year drought in southern Madagascar has forced more than 56,000 Antandroy
people off their ancestral lands to search for new land to settle, only to face a host of human
rights violations in other parts of the country. People left behind struggle for food, water and
health care. 

Meanwhile, successive severe droughts in southern Africa have pushed people to the edge.
In Angola, hunger has forced mostly women and children to migrate to Namibia in search of
food,  raising  the  risk  of  exploitation,  trafficking,  gender-based  violence  and  disrupted
education.    

But even in Namibia, half the population is food insecure, and the government has declared
a drought state of emergency, as have the governments of Lesotho, Malawi, Zambia and
Zimbabwe. None of these countries have the money to address the drought. 

“Across Africa, the worst effects of climate change are already here. Extreme droughts,
floods,  storms  and  heat  are  destroying  livelihoods  and  local  economies  and  forcing
more and more people to flee their homes. In every instance Amnesty International has
researched, national governments do not have the resources to properly respond. The
countries that caused these rapidly escalating unnatural disasters must foot the bill to
address them,” said Tigere Chagutah, Amnesty International’s Regional Director for
East and Southern Africa. 

Full and Equitable Financing 

Mobilizing  and  providing  the  dollars  needed  is  only  the  first  step  toward  addressing  the
worst effects of climate change in Africa. The Fund for responding to Loss and Damage must
equitably disburse the money so it  reaches the countries who need it  most,  including
through direct access by impacted African communities. 

Likewise,  international  financial  institutions  and  lending  nations  must  grant  debt  relief  to
African countries that request it to help them invest in climate adaptation measures that
protect human rights. In recent years, for instance, Ethiopia’s government has spent three
times as much money on repaying debt than on adapting to climate change, while countries
from Congo to Mozambique regularly spend far more on servicing debt than on climate
change response. 

“Given the scale of climate-induced displacement and human rights violations in Africa,
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half-measures and lip service are not enough from the richer countries who caused this
crisis. But commitments at COP29 to fully and equitably pay for loss and damage and
adaptation measures in Africa are just the start. The countries responsible for climate
change,  along  with  international  finance  institutions,  must  follow  through  and  deliver
the needed resources. Africa cannot wait any longer,” said Tigere Chagutah, Amnesty
International’s Regional Director for East and Southern Africa. 

*
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