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GR Editors Note. We are reproducing this text from a a group of Syrian citizens with a view
to informing our readers.

Emphasis pertaining to fundamental issues is added.

Below is the text of a petition for a number of requests and expectations that we, the Syrian
people, expect your delegates to respect and that we, regardless of our similarities and
differences, find it in our best interest to draw up and sign.

https://www.facebook.com/S.V.to.Geneva.2

We do consider the conference to be an invaluable opportunity for the Syrian government
and other foreign governments to begin to introduce a diplomatic move that would,
eventually, be able to ease the Syrian crisis, along with its ensuing political and
humanitarian repercussions. It is also an opportunity to reinforce our country’s right to
sovereignty, to establish an international alliance to fight the terrorism that has been
brought into Syria, as well as to call for, launch, and support reconciliation initiatives in the
midst of the dramatic situation the country is now having to face.

Given the terrible living conditions the Syrian refugees have had to suffer, we expect this
conference to also be determined to ensure the continuation of complete cooperation with
relief organizations working to deliver necessary humanitarian and medical aid to those in
need. It is this continuation, accompanied by a genuine commitment to cease and
internationally condemn all funding and support provided to terrorist groups in
Syria that have now started to constitute a regional threat, that, we believe, will
lay the ground for the return of all those who have been forced to leave home.

What we will neither give up nor compromise on is our sense of belonging and citizenship
where we, like we have always been, remain all part of and one with Syria. Therefore, we
urge our government, as well as those who will be rallying against it tomorrow, to
completely refuse any solution based on ethnic, religious, or sectarian grounds.
Any form of interim, transitional, or a national unity government that would appear to
endorse and take these grounds, together with foreign involvement and the global balance
of power, into consideration will be met by an equally passionate rejection. Because this
kind of solution will inevitably stand to undermine the substantial religious, cultural, and
historical diversity that contemporary Syria retains, any proposal should instead be based
on what we believe maintains the real sense of belonging and a culture of living together, a
goal without which no country will ever be a home.
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What we will also neither give up nor compromise on is any piece of Syrian land
that is still under any form of occupation. We believe that it is our right, as well as
duty, to put whatever effort possible into maintaining how united Syria has always been.

We would like to believe that no country will be able to make any unilateral
decision on Syria and the future of its people. We, therefore, urge all attendees and all
those who are involved in international decision making, including a number of
governments, organizations, and other interested parties, to help the Syrian people, respect
their will, recognize their right to make their own decisions, and lay the ground for whatever
is necessary to conduct democratic and legitimate presidential and parliamentary elections
as well as any necessary constitutional reforms. We, hereby, encourage the delegates
to assist and provide expert support for these reforms and changes that would
take into unbiased consideration the demands of all Syrian people and the
separation of powers within the ruling government, as long as the decision
remains, through a general referendum, only and exclusively Syrian.

The fact that there are two flags that appear in Syria today, each with different well known
associations and affiliations, represents a real threat to the unity of Syria and its people.
Moreover, forcing a different flag on Syria_ a flag that differs from the one officially
recognized by our country, by other countries, and by different international organizations_
puts Syria’s sovereignty at risk. We refuse this undemocratic introduction of another flag.
Hence, the one and only flag of Syria is the one with the two green stars, the one
we have had since 1980.

We urge our government, the other present foreign governments, and all the
international organizations that have chosen to get involved in the Syrian crisis to
work to pave the way for a civilized, political solution_ we will say our last words
in ballot boxes and free, transparent elections that we know we are capable
enough to organize and hold. This is why we consider Geneva Il to be a significant
opportunity for all parties to agree on possible election plans that are free and transparent,
and that are monitored by national, regional, and international trustworthy organizations
working under convenient democratic conditions and ensuring a political life that is fair
enough for all Syrians, regardless of any differences as mentioned above.

We urge all foreign governments to immediately remove all unilateral sanctions
on the Syrian people, the only victims to suffer the severe consequences of these
unjustified, aggressive measures.

We urge the Syrian government to document and publish the names of those they have
detained, accompanied by the reasons and periods of detention, and those they have
lawfully charged. The same is expected from the opposition, which is to list the names of
those they claim are detained by the government.

All countries that we are right to believe have enough influence on the armed groups still
active in Syria are expected to immediately exercise the pressure necessary for these
groups to, without any delay, release all those they have kidnapped and
detained, something which will be viewed as a positive step towards a solution
that will bring the suffering of the Syrian people, whether detained, kidnapped, or
missing, to an end.

Once again, countries that have participated, in one way or another, in sharply
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aggravating the Syrian crisis must compensate for all the destruction they have
brought upon us_ and this, of course, brings to mind the fact that the United Nations
did eventually issue Kuwait a considerable compensation for the damage the Gulf War
caused.

Showing all the due respect to our victims and innocent martyrs_ those who have given up
their lives in order for Syria to remain as free as ever_ we do not approve of any
governmental or parliamentary representation of whoever called for international
intervention in Syria and supported, funded, and provided training to terrorists in our
homeland. This is because, as it has become clear to all, the regions that are now under
the control of terrorist armed militias in the country are now witnessing everyday
massacres and industrial scale killings that should have spurred a more vehement
call for war crime charges. Having said that, and having reached all the necessary
agreements and compromises prior to Geneva Il, the peace talks should consider
the continuous arming of any non-government groups to be a criminal act and,
hence, their weapons to be illegal and unauthorized. Hence, it is the government’s
right to take any political or military action that results in either their removal, or use in a
way that best serves our national interest.

We highly appreciate all the effort you have put into these talks so far. We hope Geneva Il is
a success.

Kindest regards,
The Syrian people.

++
facebook: Syrians petition to Geneva-2 conference
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