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Military instructors from NATO countries were onboard a combat helicopter, shot down by
servicemen of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR) on October 13, deputy commander of
the Operational Command of the republic, Eduard Basurin, said on Friday.

“According to preliminary information, foreign mercenaries - instructors from
the NATO, were in the downed helicopter. The area of the incidence [with the
helicopter] is cordoned off for several days, cellular communication is
disabled,” the RIA Novosti news agency quoted the words of the representative
of the DPR Defense Ministry.

According to head of the DPR Alexander Zakharchenko, UAVs attempted to attack the
territory of the republic under the cover of the military helicopter, which was put out of
action, but managed to land on the territory of Donbass, occupied by the Kiev Forces. DPR
soldiers shot the enemy’s helicopter down, while it was attacking their positions. According
to the DPR intelligence, the incapacitated helicopter landed near Krasngotovka.

The use of combat aircraft and drones, with the exception of UAVs of the OSCE Special
Monitoring Mission to Ukraine (SMM), is prohibited along the entire contact line by the Minsk
Agreements.

The last time, Kiev used aircraft in Donbass on January 18, 2015. On that day, several the
Su-25 fighter jets were noticed in the sky near Gorlovka.
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