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A contingent of US troops will remain deployed in Syria even after the troops withdrawal
declared by President Donald Trump.

On February 21,  White House press secretary Sarah Sanders announced that “a small
peacekeeping group of about 200” troops will remain in Syria for “some period of time.” By
February 22,  it  had appeared,  according to US officials quoted by mainstream media,  that
Sanders had underestimated the number of troops remaining. According to these reports,
200 US troops will remain in northeastern Syria and 200 others will remain in the al-Tanf
base on the Syrian-Iraqi border.

By February 23, the story had developed further with the Pentagon officially declaring that
the remaining US troops will be a part of the multinational force consisting of “primarily”
NATO member states. While Pentagon spokesman Commander Sean Robertson, provided no
manpower  estimations  for  this  force,  media  reports  relying  on  US  defense  officials
suggested  that  the  US  allies  will  keep  from  800  to  1,500  troops.

Therefore, from 1,000 to 1,700 troops, 200-400 of whom will be US personnel, will remain
deployed in the war-torn country alongside with an unknown number of private military
contractors. Comparing to the current 2,000-3,000 US troops operating in Syria, this is a
notable decrease. However, this is far from any kind of the rapid and full troops withdrawal
announced by the US president in December 2018.

In fact, Washington is reshaping its contingent to pursue own political and military tasks in
the post-ISIS Syria. The US-led coalition will also keep most of its infrastructure established
in Syria, including the al-Tanf base on the Damascus-Baghdad highway. This will allow the
Trump administration to achieve the following goals:

To limit the growth of influence of the Damascus government, Iran and Russia in
northeastern Syria;
To keep its own proxies, the so-called Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), under
control and prevent any significant progress in negotiations between Damascus
and the SDF in the short-term. In some cases, this may lead to the creation of a
quasi-state on the eastern bank of the Euphrates. This entity will  in fact be
controlled from Washington;
To keep a direct action tool to influence the situation on the ground. This should
strengthen  the  US  negotiation  positions  in  its  ongoing  bargain  over  the
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northeastern Syria safe zone with Turkey;
To continue projecting power in Syria assisting to Israel in its operations against
Iranian and Iranian-backed forces.

Meanwhile, Washington also continued its diplomatic campaign against Iran. During the

Warsaw conference held on February 13-14th, the US, Israel and Saudi Arabia once again
attempted to establish a multi-national anti-Iran coalition to crack down on the growing
regional  power.  This  effort  failed  mostly  because  a  neutral  stance  of  EU  states.  However,
this  does  not  mean  that  the  conflict  between  the  Iran-Hezbollah  bloc  and  the  US-Israeli-
Saudi  alliance  has  any  real  chances  to  be  de-escalated.
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