
| 1

Video: UAE and Israel Plan to Create Intelligence
Bases on Yemen’s Socotra Island
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Israel and the United Arab Emirates are going to create a military intelligence-gathering
infrastructure on Yemen’s Socotra Island, according to Arab and French sources.

The 3,650km2 island, located south of the Yemeni mainland in the Indian Ocean, overlooks
the Bab al-Mandab Strait. The straight is a sea route chokepoint between the Horn of Africa
and the Middle East, connecting the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden and Arabian Sea. Most
exports of oil and natural gas from the Persian Gulf that transit the Suez Canal or the SUMED
Pipeline pass through both the Bab el-Mandeb and the Strait of Hormuz.

Since the start of the Saudi-led intervention in Yemen, the UAE, formally a Saudi ally, and
the  UAE-backed  Southern  Transitional  Council,  a  Yemeni  separatist  movement  that  is
formally allied with the Saudi-backed government in Aden, have established control over
most of Socotra Island. For years, the UAE has been seeking to annex the island due to its
strategic location. The collapse of the Yemeni statehood due to the years-long instability
and the foreign intervention paved a way for more direct actions. The creation of a military
infrastructure there is a logical step in this strategy.

https://southfront.org/wp-content/uploads/video/IMR_28_08_2020_ENG.mp4

According to reports, a delegation of Israeli and UAE officers recently visited the island and
examined several  locations for  establishing the planned intelligence facilities.  Earlier  in
August, the UAE and Israel with assistance from the United States reached a historical peace
agreement relaunching diplomatic, economic and even military cooperation between the
states on the highest level. The security and military cooperation in the Bab al-Mandab
Strait was among the expected goals.
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Arab and Iranian media allege that in 2016 Israel started building an intelligence-gathering
base at the top of Mount Ambassaira, south of the Eritrean capital of Asmara. The base,
according  to  reports,  is  designed  to  monitor  the  conflict  in  Yemen,  as  well  as  the  naval
situation  in  the  region,  including  movements  of  Iranian  naval  forces.

The UAE, thanks to its support to the Southern Transitional Council, has already changed the
balance of power in southern Yemen to its favor. If, additionally to this, Abu Dhabi succeeds
in turning the Socotra Island into its outpost, the UAE will have all chances to shift the
balance of power to its own favor even further.

The Emirati leadership has been slowly but steadily taking an upper hand in the diplomatic,
military and economic competition with the Saudi Kingdom, which has so far suffered most
of  negative  consequences,  including  direct  strikes  on  its  territory,  from  the  conflict  with
Yemen’s Houthis. The peace agreement and security, military cooperation with Israel will
also contribute to this scenario.

The tactical UAE-Israeli-US alliance has all chances to compete with the expanding Iranian
influence in the region. Saudi Arabia, which for years was the key US ally against Iran, has
been left outside of this plan. And this is very bad news for the Kingdom, which is passing
through a deep economic and political crisis complicated by the barely successful invasion
of Yemen.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

SUPPORT SOUTHFRONT: 

PayPal: southfront@list.ru, http://southfront.org/donate/ or
via: https://www.patreon.com/southfront

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2020

https://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Yémen.jpg
https://www.globalresearch.ca/southfront@list.ru
http://southfront.org/donate/
https://www.patreon.com/southfront
https://southfront.org/uae-israel-plan-to-create-intelligence-bases-on-socotra-island/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/uae-israel-plan-to-create-intelligence-bases-on-socotra-island/


| 3

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

