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VIDEO: Rwanda, Congo and Law Professor Peter
Erlinder
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Region: sub-Saharan Africa
Theme: Law and Justice

U.S.  Law Professor Peter  Erlinder and Rwandan presidential  candidate Victoire Ingabire
Umuhoza in a Kigali, Rwanda courtroom.  Professor Erlinder wore one of Rwanda’s pink
prison uniforms.

On Friday evening, June 19th, San Francisco’s Pirate Cat Radio‘s invited me on to talk about
U.S. Law Professor Peter Erlinder’s arrest in Kigali, Rwanda and its context, including:

—Reverend Rick Warren on Trial in the Court of Public Opinion, 

—Rwanda’s 2010 presidential election, with August 9th polls, which will be no more than a
charade, because none of the viable candidates have been allowed to register and freely
campaign,

—AFRICOM, the U.S.  Africa Command, which was meeting in Kigali,  to plan an August
“exercise” in Accra, Ghana, to watchdog West African oil and gas and oil and gas transport
corridors while Professor Peter Erlinder sat in a Rwanda prison, 

—Rwandan prisons, some of the world’s most crowded, with the second highest per capita
prison population in the world.  

–Victoire Ingabire Umuhoza’s appeal to the world to stand with Rwanda now, as they stood
with Professor Erlinder.

 
In his press conference at William and Mitchell College of Law in Minneapolis/St. Paul on
Wednesday,  05.23.2010,  following his  return,  Professor  Erlinder  thanked all  the people
around the world who had called for his release, and said that he owed his life to them and
to the Internet.  His release was, he said, a triumph for people power, but he also said that it
would not have occurred if he had not been a white American lawyer with friends, family,
and allies capable of organizing and lobbying relentlessly for his release.

He also said that he would have been disappeared if he hadn’t sat down in a Kigali hotel
hallway  and  started  making  noise,  refusing  to  cooperate,  demanding  to  speak  to  his
Embassy till the police called them. Airline records, and the U.S. Embassy’s records, on the
day of his arrest, said that he’d already flown out of Kigali to Nairobi the previous morning.

He appeared at the press conference in a suit and tie, but held up a replica of the pink
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Rwandan  prison  costume  he  had  worn  in  Kigali  and  promised  to  wear  it  in  future
appearances, in solidarity with the Rwandan people and prisoners, though he had promised
his family not to wear it on Wednesday.  

Video of Peter Erlinder’s 06.23 press conference at William and Mitchell Law College in
Minneapolis is not available yet, but the Minneapolis Star Tribune made this video of his
homecoming available on the Youtube: 

The original source of this article is Plutocracy Now
Copyright © Ann Garrison, Plutocracy Now, 2010

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Ann Garrison

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://anngarrison.blogspot.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ann-garrison
http://anngarrison.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ann-garrison
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

