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Militancy in Aden continues to challenge the Saudi-backed Hadi government as militant
groups contest control of the city. The southern resistance militants and the Islamist
presence in the city have prevented Hadi’s government from establishing control. At least
17 people were killed in the recent clashes between local security forces and Islamists for
control of the port of Aden. Aden’s instability shows the Hadi government’s inability to
govern in southern Yemen even with Saudi Arabia’s support.

The Yemeni army, backed by the Popular Committees supporting the Houthi Ansarullah
movement, has liberated the al-Hanah district of the province of Ta’izz. In another
development, the Houthi forces clashes with the Saudi mercenaries in the Dhubab district of
Ta'izz.

AQAP is attempting to expand its presence in southern and central Yemen. AQAP forces
clashed with popular resistance troops in Zinjibar, the capital of the Abyan province. Zinjibar
and Ja'ar have been controlled by AQAP since December 2015. AQAP will likely attempt to
expand its positions in the Abyan province in the nearest future.

Separately, Ansar al Sharia, AQAP’s militant arm in Yemen, released two videos showing the
interrogation of al Houthi captives, as part of the group’s ongoing assistance to the Saudi-
led coalition.

If you have a possibility, if you like the content and approaches, please, support the project.
South Front’s work isn’t possible without your help: PayPal: southfront@list.ru or via:

http://southfront.org/donate/
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