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On January 19, the so-called Democratic Federation of Northern Syria (DFNS), an entity
established by US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces in attempt to legalize their control over
a part of Syria, released a 10-points long list of demands to the Damascus government.

Besides formal claims about the need to keep the unity of Syrian land and grant some rights
to  the  minorities,  the  list  includes  the  demand  to  accept  the  DFNS’  Autonomous
Administration as a legal part of the Syrian political system, to guarantee the representation
of the DFNS in the Syrian Parliament, to use the Syrian Flag alongside with the flag of the
DFNS, to allow the DFNS to employ own independent foreign policy, to allow the Kurdish-
dominated SDF to keep control of the Syrian border, to allow the DFNS’ security force
Asayish to remain the main security force within the SDF-held area and to distribute “the
Syrian wealth to the Syrian regions in a fair manner.”

Summing up the claims, the DFNS in fact demanded the Damascus government to legally
recognize and a semi-independent Kurdish state and its military force within Syria and to
fund this state from the central budget.

If these demands were the official stance of the Kurdish leadership during the recent round
of talks with Damascus over the situation in northern Syria, it becomes apparent why no
notable progress has been achieved so far.

In  the  case  of  Afrin,  such  stance  undermined  all  efforts  of  Damascus  to  find  a  political
solution  with  Kurdish  armed  groups  and  allowed  Turkey  to  kick  off  a  military  operation
capturing the entire area from Kurdish forces. This scenario could be repeated once again in
Manbij.

On January 18, the Afrin Liberation Forces (ALF) released a statement claiming that they had
carried out a fresh attack on Turkey-led forces. According to the AFL statement, ALF fighters
attacked a “base” near the village of  Jinderes on January 17 injuring 5 Ahrar al-Sham
members and 2 Turkish service members.

The AFL is a brand created by the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) to hide their
involvement in attacks on Turkish-backed militant groups and the Turkish military in the
region. Previous attacks took place on January 16 and 15 resulting in the deaths of 2
Turkish-backed militants and injures of 6 others.

On January 19, the US-led coalition stressed that its warplanes had eliminated 200 ISIS
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fighters  and  commanders  in  the  period  from  January  7  to  January  13.  The  coalition  also
confirmed that the SDF had captured al-Kashmah, Sirat Masoud, and al-Shafah from ISIS.

On January 18th and 19th, two bomb blasts targeted the Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham-controlled city
of  Idlib.  The  first  explosion  was  a  booby-trapped  car  killing  15  civilians  and  militants  and
injuring nine others. The second explosion injured eight people, including four women and
children.

On January 19th, the Nedaa Syria news outlet reported that the Turkish-backed Ahrar al-
Sham  Movement  will  redeploy  hundreds  of  its  fighters  in  the  opposition-held  part  of  the
northwestern  Hama  countryside  under  a  new  agreement  with  Hayat  Tahrir  al-Sham.
Previously, Turkish-backed militants were defeated and forced to flee the area. It’s possible
that a new agreement with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham is that success in the implementation of
the de-escalation agreement, which was recently claimed by the Turkish Defense Minister.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above. Forward this article to your email
lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

If you’re able, and if you like our content and approach, please support the project. Our work
wouldn’t be possible without your help: PayPal: southfront@list.ru or
via: http://southfront.org/donate/ or via: https://www.patreon.com/southfront

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://southfront.org/donate/
https://www.patreon.com/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-jan-21-2019-kurdish-political-leadership-reveals-10-demands-to-damascus/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-jan-21-2019-kurdish-political-leadership-reveals-10-demands-to-damascus/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

