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The Taliban’s gains have reached critical mass and they are now attempting to capture key
cities in Afghanistan.

Airports in the second and fourth largest cities in the country, Kandahar and Herat, were
struck by rockets in the last days of July and on August 1st.

Flights at airports in both cities had to be suspended, and the airport in Kandahar suffered a
partially damaged runway.

Most recently, on August 1st, at least three rockets were launched towards the Ahmad Shah
Baba International Airport in Kandahar.

Two of the projectiles hit the runway.

https://southfront.org/wp-content/uploads/video/02.08.2021 IMR_Afghanistan.mp4

Officials in Kandahar claimed that there was a serious risk of the Taliban taking control over
the city, adding that the group wanted to turn Kandahar into their temporary capital.

It is of symbolic importance since the Taliban movement was first created in Kandahar
province.

In Herat, the Taliban claimed that its fighters had breached the main defense line of the
northwestern Afghan city of Herat.

The Taliban spokesman Zabiullah Mujahid shared a video showing fighters on the
outskirts of the city.

He then claimed that the Taliban were inside the city itself breaching its defenses.

The Afghan government sent large reinforcements of security forces to Herat in order to
repel the Taliban’s attack.
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The clashes have been on-going since July 28th.

The government forces are preparing to launch a large-scale operation to push Taliban
fighters away from Herat city.

At least 20 people were killed, including 16 security force members, and 90 people were
wounded in the past four days of fighting in Herat.

Meanwhile, the city most vulnerable to Taliban capture is reportedly Lashkar Gah, the
capital of Helmand province.

It is famous as a fighting point where many US and British soldiers have lost their lives in the
past.

Pro-Taliban social media accounts have uploaded videos of Taliban fighters in the heart of
the city.

Afghan special forces are being sent in to help push them back.

It is unknown whether that will work out, as the Taliban’s advance seems to be quite
effective.

On July 31st, Taliban fighters were only a few hundred meters from the governor’s office in
Lashkar Gah, but were subsequently pushed back.

Afghan and US air strikes have reportedly targeted Taliban positions and government forces
say they have killed dozens of militants.

The fighting is evidently ramping up, as the Taliban now seek to capture the most significant
cities in the country and prepare to put even more districts and provinces under their
control.

Currently, the Taliban control at least 150 of the 407 districts in Afghanistan.
The Kabul government holds all 34 provincial centers, but that could quickly change.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share buttons above or below. Follow us on Instagram,
@crg_globalresearch. Forward this article to your email lists. Crosspost on your blog site,
internet forums. etc.

SUPPORT SOUTHFRONT:

PayPal: southfront@list.ru, http://southfront.org/donate/ or via:
https://www.patreon.com/southfront

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2021



https://www.globalresearch.ca/southfront@list.ru
http://southfront.org/donate/
https://www.patreon.com/southfront
https://southfront.org/the-taliban-push-into-kandahar-herat-and-lashar-gah/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/the-taliban-push-into-kandahar-herat-and-lashar-gah/

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

