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Inter-racial conflict in the US continues to escalate despite the fact that a black president
has been leading the country for 8 years. All of the various ethnic groups that comprise
American society, hoped that Barack Obama would be able to “sew” together the fabric of a
nation torn by racial and social divisions, but racism is still on the rise. This poses a
significant threat to US homeland security. Government institutions and big business
continue to be controlled by the white elites and the perilous social situation of ethnic
minorities continues to be accompanied by an increase in crime. This causes growing racial
intolerance at all levels. People are frustrated by the lack of change in inter-racial relations,
which has led to a new round of racial violence.

The most striking example of the exacerbation of racial conflict is the situation prevailing
around so-called police violence. Every case of the killing of an unarmed African American in
recent years becomes an occasion for demonstrations, which very often degenerate into
riots. The new mass protest movements are thriving and growing in influence, aided by
social media. For example, “Black Lives Matter,” which is compared to the ‘Black Panthers’
of the 70s. Despite the lack of talented leaders and clear programs, in such associations,
their ongoing radicalization is evident. That was demonstrated by the riots in Ferguson of
2014 and the case of the murder of police officers in Baton Rouge.

The indignation of the African American population at police actions is justified. The level of
police violence in the United States is quite high. It is known that American cops kill 5 times
more people than Canadian police, 40 times more than German police, and 140 times more
than police in England and Wales.

Video

All segments of the American population are suffering from a disproportionate use of force
by police. According to the resource “Mapping police violence”, from the 1st of January,
2013 to the 31st of December 2015, 3,486 people were killed by police, or approximately
1100 people per year. Of these, 571 were Hispanic (16%), 949 African-American (27%) and
1522 (43%) were White. These figures must be compared to the fact that Whites are 64% of
the US population, African-Americans are 13% of the overall population, while 16% are
Hispanic. However, the divergent behavior of the white population is much rarer due to a
higher level of income and social stability. Of course, most of those killed by police were
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carrying weapons, and the lives of the policemen were in danger. But it is generally thought
that US cops are more willing to open fire on people of color, because the policemen believe
that the level of criminality and readiness for violence of Hispanics and African Americans is
much higher. Additional factors which lead to an increase in racial tensions are racial
prejudices and the established practice of cops consistently being acquitted by the U.S.
court system.

Largely because of the actions of the US ruling elites, there now exists a group of people
who are above the law whose members have a license to kill. Shooting at unarmed people,
including children and teens, beating of pregnant women, shooting at people with
disabilities and other “controversial” actions of American cops all are commonplace
occurrences in the United States. The Members of the Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination (CERD) noted that in the United States there exists such inhumane
methods as testing experimental medicines on inmates (predominantly African American) in
prisons, the forced sterilization of minority women, and numerous incidents of police abuse
of power directed towards the non-white population. However, the increased use of cameras
amongst both the civilian population and police departments has facilitated increasingly
frequent recordings of such cases of violence and has helped in gaining them publicity. That
increased awareness that, in turn, has led to the outrage of the African-American
population.

Many US police forces continue to subject African Americans to more thorough searches and
more forceful tactics during arrests. Unofficially, they explain these practices by referring to
statistical data presented by such sources as American Renaissance and Daily Stormer. For
example, blacks are seven times more likely than people of other races to commit murder,
and eight times more likely to commit robbery. They are also three times more likely to use
a hand gun, and twice more likely to use a knife. A number of police officers believe that
“special attention” to African American citizens improves crime detection rates. However, it
has a significant impact on the rise in police dissatisfaction. Although the number of attacks
on police and their killings has declined in recent years, experts explain it by the fact that
US police are increasingly avoiding “black” neighborhoods, where they can be particularly
vulnerable.

Moreover, a large part of the US population is puzzled with the public position of President
Obama who invariably condemns the actions of the police and grieves for the black victims
of police violence, but is silent about the cases of murder of police officers in the course of
discharging their official responsibilities. Such a situation leads to an increase in real crime,
which is not reflected in official statistics. We should not forget that the number of firearms
in the United States recently surpassed the number of inhabitants and according to various
estimates there are more than 320 million guns in the US, of which more than 270 million
are in the hands of the civilian population. Therefore, a further escalation of violence in the
American society, at any time, can lead to very dire consequences.

In general, ethnic tensions peaked since the beginning of the Barack Obama presidency.
Thus, according to the official FBI statistics, in 2015 the number of white-on-black murders
and vice versa reached their highest levels in 2008. The number of white-on-black murders
has increased by 12%, while the number of black-on-white murders increased 22%.

According to the report of the Chair-Rapporteur of the United Nations Working Group of
Experts on People of African Descent Ricardo Ill Sunga (Philippines), the US maintains
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“structural racism”. It is a correct assessment of the situation. Despite the fact that the
police officers are under the special protection of the state, laws aimed at fighting race
discrimination, have the opposite effect of reverse discrimination, harming ordinary
Americans. The use of unofficial, but very real quotas for the appointment of people of color
at schools and businesses sometimes does not allow qualified “white” experts to get jobs or
promotion. In case of conflicts of a civil nature between people with different skin color, they
are usually subjected to racial profiling. At the same time, public opinion and the Supreme
Court often find themselves on the side of national minorities.

On the other hand, the US still has a low level of political representation of ethnic minorities.
As of November 2015, there have been a total of 1,963 members of the United States
Senate, but only nine have been black, including Barack Obama. Out of 10,884 US
Representatives, only 131 have been black. At present, there are no black governors at all.
This lack of political representation also leads to more social tension.

No improvement has been observed during the final year of the first US African American
presidency, instead, considerable aggravation of interracial conflict has been noted, to the
point of it becoming one of the most dangerous threats to homeland security. Obama failed
to cope with social problems, although he managed to stabilize the economy following the
crisis. Still, 27% of African Americans continue to live below the poverty line, an average of
12% do not have steady employment. In some cities this figure reaches 40% and even as
high as 50%. The level of culture, education and labor skills is also low. All this leads to an
increase in crime among African Americans, and thus foments racist sentiment in society at
large. This also leads to an exacerbation of black on black crime. For example, in Chicago,
over the past 3 years, 75% of murder victims are young black males and 72% of murder
perpetrators are also young black males. Social conditions in such places are affected by the
fact that a large percentage of children grow up in broken homes.

As far as inter-party competition is concerned, it is obvious that in spite of the election of a
black president, the Democrats failed to improve the lives of African Americans. Their
criticism of the GOP’s harsh race rhetoric in order to attract voters, this is also an attempt to
hide the fact they are not interested in changing the status quo. Paradoxically, only
Republicans with their strict “law and order” approach are truly interested in the
implementation of certain changes. Although the consequences of their policies in the event
of capturing the White House, remain to be seen.

Summing up President Obama’s activities in the sphere of interracial relations, we can say
that he has not developed a new national idea in order to deal with the problem of racism.
US history will remember the first black president not as an idealist fighting for the rights of
the oppressed, but as a servant of the ruling white elite and its interests.
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