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While Syrian government forces are retaking neighborhood after neighborhood in east
Aleppo, thousands of civilians have seized the opportunity to flee the violence. Locals
shared their memories of what they left behind with RT.

RT’s Lizzie Phelan went to a former food market turned makeshift camp where some east
Aleppo residents have fled en route to safer places within and outside Syria. A generator has
been set up in the camp to let people charge their phones so that they can try to contact
friends and relatives who can help them get further away from the conflict-torn area.

“They were shelling in our area, but we didn’t leave our home. It wasn’t until my home was
destroyed and my children were injured that | said | could no longer live there and |
left,” one woman named Fatima told RT.

Her husband, who sustained a head injury, is disoriented and desperately needs medical
help.

Some of the people light fires to try to keep warm, as it is freezing cold in the region at the
moment. Cold, however, isn’t the only life-threatening issue - despite fleeing the terror,
many suffer from severe malnutrition and most of the kids have yellowish skin and can
barely move.

One of the mothers told RT that it was the rebels who took the food from them in eastern
Aleppo.

“The prices for everything were so high! When the aid would come, they [the rebels] would
take it and keep it for themselves. They stole it from us. None of my kids have eaten for
three days, they are suffering, and the journey here was so difficult!” Majdolene said.

Many people had to walk for three hours to reach the makeshift camp.

“When I heard the road was open, they told us not to go, ‘they will shoot you and your kids,’
but | said, let them shoot us, | don’t care, it’s better than staying [in east
Aleppo],” Majdolene emotionally told RT.

“My friends said, ‘let’s find a car.’ | said, ‘if | don’t find a car, | will go crawling on my hands
and knees,”” she added.

It was not the first time Majdolene had attempted to flee with her five children. The last
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time, the militants caught her and took her ID. The woman’s family has been separated by
the fighting, with her husband joining the Free Syrian Army and her brother serving in the
Syrian military. She says her husband tried to force her to bring her brother to him but she
refused despite beatings.

Majdolene’s isn’t the only family split by war. Teenage Ahmad’s parents are just 50
kilometers away, but he can’t go see them, as Al Bab is under Islamic State (formerly
ISIS/ISIL) control now.

“We will stay here until God helps us,” the boy told RT.

The original source of this article is RT
Copyright © RT, RT, 2016

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: RT

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.rt.com/news/369006-east-aleppo-residents-escape/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/russia-today
https://www.rt.com/news/369006-east-aleppo-residents-escape/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/russia-today
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

