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Last January 5 the members of the National Assembly of Venezuela elected its new
leadership as mandated by the constitution. The new president of the National Assembly,
Luis Parra, elected by a majority vote, will replace Juan Guaidé. He is not a Chavista nor a
member of the governing party PSUV. But that didn’t seem to be anyone’s concern as it
should not be in a democratic process. Except of course for Guaido who has a lot to lose. By
losing the post he will lose his self-appointment to the presidency of the country. So, what to
do? Simple. Secure your domestic and foreign supporters, create a parallel body, call it
National Assembly and...self-proclaim president of the unconstitutional body! After all, that
strategy worked a year ago in holding the whole country hostage, and that’s easy when
your directive comes from the US imperial government.

That seems to be precisely what Guaid¢ did.

It is important to remember that when in 2015 the governing party, PSUV, lost the majority
in the National Assembly, there was no cry of fraud. Instead, the rightwing dominated
Assembly botched its opportunity to push their political agenda by fraudulently attempting
to swear in deputies. Because of that it was declared in contempt by the Supreme Court.
Back in 2015 the NA had a single declared mandate to give an unconstitutional
parliamentary coup to the government of Nicolas Maduro. The new board of the NA appears
to promise to follow its legislative mandate within the Venezuelan constitution.

Juan Guaidé has claimed that he and his party colleagues were forcefully prevented to enter
the NA building in order to vote. The dominant media has propagated this lie despite
video evidence to the contrary. Only one person was stopped for not having the appropriate
clearance. Others, including Guaidd, could proceed. However, Guaidd chose a misguided or
calculated decision of “solidarity” not to proceed. He is heard saying, “No, no, no one else
will proceed until they let him [person without clearance] in.” Some of Guaidd’s deputies
had entered the NA precinct.

Image on the right: Luis Parra (Source: Wikimedia Commons)
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In a dramatic and surprising development on January 7, there have been reports that Guaidd
and his deputies have taken over the NA building ousting the newly elected legislature
board and its deputies. This could be seen as a coup. But it is not clear against whom the
coup is directed. The elected president of the NA, Luis Parra, is not a member of the
governing PSUV, so by all effects, this is not a take over of a government controlled
legislature. Further, Parra was recently expelled by the opposition party Primero Justicia
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following mutual accusations of corruption with Guaidé. With this background, what we are
seeing looks more like an internal struggle for power within opposition groups. The
Venezuelan rightwing opposition has a long history of divisions and conflicts so this
behaviour is not unusual, it’'s only much more public.

In his first public declaration Luis Parra promised to depolarise the country and the
parliament by seeking non-confrontational positions in order to achieve
reconciliation. He called on the president of the country Nicolas Maduro to return to the
headquarters of that power and he asked the armed forces not to take sides. He also
rejected any external interference and to only be accountable to Venezuelans. This puts him
fully in a head-on collision course with Guaidé who will not consider any other option except
the total ousting of Maduro and his government. This determination is fully supported by the
US, the EU and the so-called Lima Group who have declared their support for Guaidé.

At the time of writing it is not clear what will follow. The fact remains that the political
confrontation in Venezuela has escalated with the addition of a NA composed of deputies
mostly representing a narrow ideological range and a board presided by unelected Juan
Guaido, and a NA composed of deputies representing several parties whose board was
elected by all deputies present. “Both” national assemblies are dominated by members
opposed to the Maduro government that would favor a regime change.

Venezuelans who have been yearning for peace and normalcy in their country, have a
reason to consider themselves still held hostage by the intolerance of irreconcilable
opposition groups, and not by a legitimate government that tries to overcome precisely the
social and economic crisis that those groups are causing to the country aided by foreign
interventions.

Ultimately, Venezuela can still count on the Constituent National Assembly, established after
the 2015-2020 NA was declared in contempt, that is still the legislative body until elections
for the 2020-2025 NA will take place later this year.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Nino Pagliccia is an activist and freelance writer based in Vancouver. He is a retired
researcher from the University of British Columbia, Canada. He is a Venezuelan-Canadian
who follows and writes about international relations with a focus on the Americas. He is the
editor of the book “Cuba Solidarity in Canada - Five Decades of People-to-People Foreign
Relations” (2014). He is a frequent contributor to Global Research.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Nino Pagliccia, Global Research, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research



https://venezuelanalysis.com/news/14739
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJX74EZ4SX0
https://orinocotribune.com/did-the-us-meddle-in-venezuelan-internal-affairs-again-2/
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/72677/venezuela-statement-spokesperson-events-national-assembly_en
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/latin_america-amerique_latine/2020-01-05-lima_group-groupe_lima.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/nino-pagliccia
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/

Articles by: Nino Pagliccia

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in

print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: lication
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the

copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

| 3


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/nino-pagliccia
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

