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***

Ahead of the preliminary appeal hearing in London’s High Court tomorrow on the decision
not to extradite Julian Assange to the US, Amnesty International has renewed its call on US
authorities  to  drop  the  charges  against  him.  The  organisation’s  Europe  Director,  Nils
Muižnieks, said:

“This attempt by the US government to get the court to reverse its decision not to allow
Julian Assange’s extradition on the basis of new diplomatic assurances is a blatant legal
sleight of hand. Given that the US government has reserved the right to keep Julian
Assange in  a  maximum security  facility  and subject  him to  Special  Administrative
Measures, these assurances are inherently unreliable.

“This disingenuous appeal should be dismissed by the court and President Biden should
take the opportunity to drop these politically motivated charges which have put media
freedom and freedom of expression in the dock.

“President  Obama  opened  the  investigation  into  Julian  Assange.  President  Trump
brought the charges against him. It is now time for President Biden to do the right thing
and help end this farcical prosecution which should never have been brought in the first
place.

“Amnesty International’s recent work as a technical partner on the Pegasus Project is
just the latest example that exposes what some states will  do outside the gaze of
publicity. It reinforces the vital importance of whistle blowers, investigative journalists
and publishers in holding the perpetrators of human rights violations to account.”

Background

The US extradition request is based on charges directly related to the publication of leaked
classified documents as part of Assange’s work with Wikileaks. Publishing information that is
in the public interest is a cornerstone of media freedom and the public’s right to information
about government wrongdoing. Publishing information in the public interest is protected
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under international human rights law and should not be criminalized.

If extradited to the US, Julian Assange could face trial on 18 charges, 17 of them under the
Espionage Act; and one under the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act. He would also face a real
risk of serious human rights violations due to detention conditions that could amount to
torture or other ill-treatment, including prolonged solitary confinement. Julian Assange is the
first publisher to face charges under the Espionage Act.

The US government is expected to challenge the grounds on which it can appeal and may
request reconsideration for appeal on the other two grounds, which question the expert
profile  of  one  of  the  expert  witnesses  and  also  the  assessed  risk  of  Assange  committing
suicide.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share buttons above or below. Follow us on Instagram,
@crg_globalresearch. Forward this article to your email lists. Crosspost on your blog site,
internet forums. etc.

The original source of this article is Amnesty International
Copyright © Amnesty International, Amnesty International, 2021

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Amnesty
International

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2021/08/usa-uk-president-biden-must-drop-politically-motivated-charges-against-assange/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/amnesty-international
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2021/08/usa-uk-president-biden-must-drop-politically-motivated-charges-against-assange/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/amnesty-international
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/amnesty-international
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

