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Russia’s top UN envoy called on Friday the joint US-UK strikes on Yemen’s Houthis a “blatant
armed aggression against another country” that was in breach of the UN Charter.

“These states all carried out a mass strike on Yemeni territory,” Vasily Nebenzya told
the UN Security Council.

“I'm not talking about an attack on some group within the country, but an attack on the
people of the country on the whole. Aircraft were used, warships and submarines.”

Mr Nebenzya said the strikes on Houthi targets in Yemen “blatantly” violated Article 2 of the
UN Charter.

“All of these pseudo-legal justifications of the White House don’t stand up to any
criticism,” he added, saying that the right to self-defence does not apply to ensuring the
freedom of shipping.

“Our American colleagues know this fact very well.”
Both the US and Britain defended the military strike as consistent with international law.

The strikes launched overnight were “to disrupt and degrade the Houthis’ ability to continue
the reckless attacks against vessels and commercial shipping”, US ambassador to the UN
Linda Thomas-Greenfield told council members.
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“And they were taken only after none military options proved inadequate to address the
threat. Still, any strike of this nature is a decision the United States does not take
lightly,” she stressed.

With more than 2,000 vessels forced by Houthi attacks to divert from the Red Sea, the US
envoy pointed out that no country on the UN Security Council is immune from the effects of
these attacks.

“Not even Russia. No one. Whether your ship flies an American flag or the flag of
another nation, whether you voted for this week’s resolution or you abstained from it ...
All of our ships are vulnerable.”

Ms Thomas-Greenfield also underscored Iran’s involvement in aiding Houthi rebels in
Yemen. Without Iranian support, she said, the Houthis would face significant challenges in
effectively tracking and attacking commercial vessels in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.

UK ambassador Barbara Woodward said Thursday’s operation took particular care to
minimise risks to civilians and “limited, necessary and proportionate action in self-defence”.

Khaled Khiari, assistant secretary general for the Middle East, told the 15-member Security
Council:

“We are witnessing the cycle of violence that risks grave political security, economic
and humanitarian repercussions in Yemen and the region.”

“These developments in the Red Sea and the risk of exacerbating regional tensions are
alarming.”

Earlier, UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres called on all parties involved not to further
escalate the situation in the interest of peace and stability in the Red Sea and the wider
region.

The situation in the Red Sea has become untenable, said Ms Thomas-Greenfield.

“Every single country has been affected by these attacks. So de-escalation needs to
happen,” she said.

“It needs to happen from the Houthis who are putting all of our shipping lines in
jeopardy.”
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Featured image: On Jan. 11 at 2:30 a.m. (Sanaa time), U.S. Central Command forces, in coordination
with the United Kingdom, and support from Australia, Canada, the Netherlands, and Bahrain conducted
joint strikes on Houthi targets to degrade their capability to continue their illegal and reckless attacks
on U.S. and international vessels and commercial shipping in the Red Sea. Image from CENTCOM/X


https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/us-news/2024/01/12/republican-praise-and-democrat-condemnation-follow-bidens-strikes-on-houthis/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/mena/palestine-israel/2024/01/10/israel-gaza-war-live-houthis-red-sea/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/mena/palestine-israel/2024/01/10/israel-gaza-war-live-houthis-red-sea/

The original source of this article is The National
Copyright © Adla Massoud, The National, 2024

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Adla Massoud

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/us-news/2024/01/13/russia-un-yemen-houthi-strikes/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/adla-massoud
https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/us-news/2024/01/13/russia-un-yemen-houthi-strikes/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/adla-massoud
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

