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Already threatening war with Russia, the White House this month has unveiled a new

imperial grand strategy for the Indo-Pacific that raises the prospects of war with China.

The new strategy starts by repeating familiar clichés about America’s supposed
humanitarian intentions in Southeast Asia and role in providing the security that “allowed
regional democracies to flourish,” while ritualistically condemning Chinese aggression
“spanning the entire globe.”

According to the report,

...from the economic coercion of Australia to the conflict along the Lines of Actual
control with India to the growing pressure on Taiwan and bullying of neighbors in the
East and South China Seas, our allies and partners in the region bear much of the cost
of the People’s Republic of China’s (PRC’s) harmful behavior. In the process, the PRC is
also undermining human rights and international law, including freedom of navigation,
as well as other principles that have brought stability and prosperity to the Indo-Pacific.

The U.S. mission over the next decade, as outlined in the report, is to stymie the PRC’s
efforts to “transform the rules and norms that have benefitted the Indo-Pacific and the
world.” The way to achieve this goal is to a) support a strong India—considered an engine of
regional development—as a “partner in a positivist regional vision;” b) fortify the anti-China
Quad alliance between the U.S., India, Japan and Australia—which the U.S. has promised to
deliver nuclear powered submarines to; c) increase support for Taiwan’s self-defense and d)
push for North Korea’s denuclearization while extending coordination with South Korea and
Japan to respond to North Korea's alleged provocations.

The U.S. also plans to a) promote democracy in Burma; b) expand U.S. embassies including
in the Pacific Islands; c¢) enforce a rules-based approach in the maritime domain and
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promote a free press; d) deepen relationships with allies such as South Korea, the
Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, New Zealand, Singapore, and Vietnam,
and e) encourage Japan and South Korea to strengthen their ties with one another.

Pacific Deterrence Initiative

At the heart of the Biden administration’s strategy is a vow that the U.S. will “increase the
scope of its military exercises and operations” in the Indo-Pacific, build greater maritime
capacity, “deploy more advanced warfighting capabilities,” bolster cyber warfare, artificial
intelligence and regional undersea capabilities, and work with Congress to fund the Pacific
Deterrence Initiative (PDI).

An MQ-9 Sea Guardian drone flies over the U.S. Navy's littoral combat ship Coronado during a drill in the
Pacific Ocean. [Source: defensenews.com]

Signed by President Biden in December, the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) has
provisioned a whopping $7.1 billion for the PDI, whose aim is to ensure that U.S. military
forces “have everything they need to compete, fight, and win in the Indo-Pacific,” according

to Senators Jack Reed (D-RI) and James Inhofe (R-OK)", top ranking members of the Senate
Armed Services Committee who first promoted the PDI in Congress.

Everything they need includes a new Aegis missile facility on Guam that would assist in
naval operations. The PDI also calls for stationing offensive missiles, previously banned by

the Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, along a string of densely populated

islands that includes Japan, Taiwan and the Philippines.
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In addition, the PDI aims to: a) develop and launch space-based radars linked to the Aeqis

missile system in Guam and another system on the island of Palau, b) develop “discreet

intelligence surveillance” capacities, and c) improve training ranges and joint exercises with
Allies in the Pacific.
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Missile defense assets the U.S. currently has deployed in the Western Pacific. [Source: thedrive.com]

The drive.com reported that the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) has been employing
contractor-owned and operated aircraft in recent years to conduct overwater
surveillance missions in the Pacific, which the PDI will further enable an expansion of.

Reductio ad Absurdium

The absurdity of the White House’s Indo-Pacific Strategy is evident in the fact that the U.S.
already outspends China on the military by at least three times.

China is considered an aggressor—on a global scale—when it has only one international
military base—which it acquired in 2017 in Djibouti in response to a major U.S. military
facility there—and has not invaded another country since 1979 when it invaded Vietnam.
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The U.S. has at least 750 overseas military bases, including 23 in Japan alone—and has
invaded at least a dozen countries since 1979, killing countless civilians in that time.

In Southeast Asia, the U.S. waged aggressive wars in Korea and Vietnam that killed millions
of civilians during the Cold War, and fought covert dirty wars in Laos, Philippines, Cambodia,
and Indonesia that killed many more.

The condemnation of China’s “bullying behavior” in the South China Seas ignores the fact
that China’s efforts to reclaim the Spratley and Paracel and Diaoyu Islands (Senkakus to
Japanese)—which the U.S. claimed the right to defend under the U.S.-Japan treaty of Mutual
Cooperation—are legitimate.

The islands were effectively stolen from China as booty of Japan’s victory in the 1895 Sino-
Japanese War.” Japan has further spurned two Chinese offers—in 1990 and 2006—to jointly

develop the resources of the islands which potentially include oil and gas."
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China in the report is blamed for economic coercion directed against Australia for levying
tariffs—which the U.S. has done to China. China’s grievances against Australia were very
real—interference in China’s internal affairs in Xinjiang, Hong Kong and Taiwan and its
spearheading a crusade against China in international forum.

China is also blamed for border skirmishes with India, though China does not recognize the
boundary between the two countries that was drawn up by a British colonial official Henry

McMahon after signing a treaty with Tibet in 1915 that China had rejected.

India is presented in the report as a great partner for the U.S. and progressive nation
compared to China, when the New York Times has reported on the incitement of Hindu

violence by Prime Minister Narendra Modi towards Muslims and erosion of human rights
under his rule.

The silence on India’s human rights abuses—extending to its mistreatment of Muslims in
occupied Kashmir—and playing up of China’s abuses towards Muslims in Xinjiang points to a
clear double standard that undermines any moral imperative behind U.S. foreign policy in
the Indo-Pacific.

The Tragedy of U.S. China policy
The greatest tragedy of U.S. policy is that China has never been antagonistic to the U.S.

Premier Xi Jinping in 2015 proposed a win-wing strategy in which both the U.S. and China
accommodate one another’s interests and pursue common development along with their
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own interests as nation-states.
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Then U.S. Vice President Joe Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping display shirts with a message given
to them by students at the International Studies Learning School in Southgate, outside of Los Angeles,
on 17 February, 2012. [Source: iseas.edu.sq]

Charles Freeman Jr, a thirty-year veteran of the diplomatic corps who served as an
interpreter for Richard Nixon’s historical visit to China in 1972, told me several years ago
that the U.S. policy of a military buildup, or Asia Pivot policy, first enacted by Barack Obama,
was misdirected because it “provided a military response to an economic problem.”

The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) was focused more on internal security, the defense of
the Chinese homeland against neighbors with a history of invading, and on countering the
powerful U.S. naval and air forces constantly mapping and probing its coastal defenses.

“A better response to China’s economic rise,” Freeman said, “would have been to try and
leverage China’s prosperity to our own,” and “build better supply chains,” which he said,
“corporate America was already attempting to do.”

The Obama administration could have also “worked to settle competing claims to islands on
the South China seas and negotiated on a united basis with China.” Instead, it undertook
“provocative measures,” including “mock attack runs on Chinese installations,” which were
“not much appreciated by the Chinese,” and led to Chinese counter-measures that included

sending ships off the coast of Hawaii and Guam.”™

Little has changed in the Biden era, except that the scale of U.S. provocations has now
increased, along with the dangers of World War Il breaking out.

The domestic political climate has become even more Sinophobic—with the media having
used the Beijing Olympics as another opportunity to rail against China and its supposed evil.

*
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Jeremy Kuzmarov is Managing Editor of CovertAction Magazine. He is the author of four
books on U.S. foreign policy, including Obama’s Unending Wars (Clarity Press, 2019) and
The Russians Are Coming, Again, with John Marciano (Monthly Review Press, 2018). He can
be reached at: jkuzmarov2@gmail.com.

Notes

1. Not surprisingly, both Inhofe and Reed have been lavishly funded by aerospace and
defense industries, along with oil and gas in Inhofe’s case. Reed has been a strong
champion of drones, having received generous financial backing from leading drone-
maker, General Atomics.

2. Jeremy Kuzmarov, Obama’s Unending Wars: Fronting the Foreign Policy of the Permanent
Warfare State (Atlanta: Clarity Press, 2019), 200; Han Yi-Shaw, “The Inconvenient Truth
Behind the the Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands,” The New York Times,September 19, 2012,
https://kristof.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/09/19/the-inconvenient-truth-behind-the-diaoyusen
kaku-islands/In his biography Koga Tatsushiro, the first Japanese citizen to lease the islands
from the Meiji government, attributed Japan’s possession of the islands to “the gallant
military victory of our Imperial forces.”

3. lvy Lee and Fang Ming, “Deconstructing Japan’s Claims of Sovereignty Over the Diaoyu
Islands,” The Asia Pacific Journal, December 30, 2012,
https://apjjf.org/2012/10/53/Ivy-Lee/3877/article.html

4. Kuzmarov, Obama’s Unending Wars, 201, 202.

Featured image: President Biden at a virtual summit with China’s President Xi Jinping. [Source:

axios.com]
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