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US Threatens to Sanction Lebanon if They
Participate in Rebuilding Syria
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The U.S. State Department allegedly sent a cable to the Lebanese Embassy in Washington
that warned them against inviting Syria to the Arab Economic Summit in Beirut that is
scheduled to take place this week, Al-Akhbar reported on Wednesday.

According to Al-Akhbar, Lebanon was not only warned against inviting Syria to the Arab
Economic  Summit,  but  Washington  also  threatened  sanctions  against  Lebanon  if  they
participate in any reconstruction efforts.

The latter (U.S.) threatened Lebanon with sanctions if it participated in the reconstruction of
Al-Sham (a reference to Damascus),” Al-Akhbar claimed.

“The U.S. position was relayed to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants, in more than
one way,” they continued.

The alleged confidential cable allegedly read:

“We urge Lebanon and all Arab League member states to refrain from sending
an invitation  to  Syria.  We also  urge  Lebanon not  to  take  any  steps  that
contribute to securing the financial interests of the Syrian regime. For instance,
making  investments  or  sending  funds  for  reconstruction.  Any  financial  or
material support for the Assad regime or its supporters may be subject to
American sanctions.”

The U.S. State Department has not issued a comment regarding these allegations; however,
Washington has warned several nations in the past about participating in the reconstruction
of Syria.
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