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US Sent Weapons to Syria Through Germany’s
Ramstein Military Base - Report

Washington's air base in southwest Germany was used for a time to store and
send weapons to Syrian rebels, according to a German news daily. If the
report proves true, the US could have violated German law.
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Featured image: US Air Force (USAF) C-130 Hercules cargo aircraft assigned to Ramstein Air Base (AB),
Germany, flies over the Ramstein AB tower, before retiring to the Aerospace Maintenance and
Regeneration Center (AMARC) or “bone yard” at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base (AFB), Arizona. (Source:
Wikimedia Commons)

The US military has been using its massive air base in western Germany to arm rebel groups
in Syria without Berlin’s permission, according to a report from German
newspaper Suddeutsche Zeitungpublished on Wednesday.

The US military may have violated German law with the alleged weapons transfers as the
German government has not approved any weapons transports of this type since the
conflict in Syria began in 2011.

The report was published after months of collaborative research among the Sidddeutsche
Zeitung, the Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP) and the Balkan
Investigative Reporting Network (BIRN).

The data was gathered from internal emails from the US military, interviews with
whistleblowers, official reports and databanks from the US as well as the United Nations
Register of Conventional Arms.

Weapons flown from Ramstein to Turkey

According to the Sidddeutsche report, private service providers with the US military have
been purchasing weapons and ammunition in eastern Europe since 2013.

The Russian-designed weapons, worth hundreds of millions of dollars, were sent from
factories in Serbia, Bosnia, Kazakhstan and the Czech Republic and found their way to US
command centers in Turkey and Jordan.

Read full article by Deutsche Welle here.
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