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| read the Saudi statement in response to the American proposals regarding sanctions on
Saudi Arabia. The information circulating within decision-making circles within the kingdom
have gone beyond the language used in the statement and discuss more than 30 potential
measures to be taken against the imposition of sanctions on Riyadh. They present
catastrophic scenarios that would hit the US economy much harder than Saudi Arabia’s
economic climate.

If US sanctions are imposed on Saudi Arabia, we will be facing an economic disaster that
would rock the entire world. Riyadh is the capital of its oil, and touching this would affect oil
production before any other vital commodity. It would lead to Saudi Arabia’s failure to
commit to producing 7.5 million barrels. If the price of oil reaching $80 angered President
Trump, no one should rule out the price jumping to $100, or $200, or even double that
figure.

An oil barrel may be priced in a different currency, Chinese yuan, perhaps, instead of the
dollar. And oil is the most important commodity traded by the dollar today.

All of this will throw the Middle East, the entire Muslim world, into the arms of Iran, which
will become closer to Riyadh than Washington.

There are simple procedures, that are part of over 30 others, that Riyadh will
implement directly, without flinching an eye if sanctions are imposed. - Turki
Aldaknhil

This is all when it comes to oil, but Saudi Arabia is not just about oil, it is a leader in the
Muslim world with its standing and geographical importance. And perhaps trusted exchange
of information between Riyadh and America and Western countries will be a thing of the
past after it had contributed to the protection of millions of Westerners, as testified by
senior Western officials themselves.

Imposing any type of sanctions on Saudi Arabia by the West will cause the kingdom to resort
to other options, US President Donald Trump had said a few days ago, and that Russia
and China are ready to fulfill Riyadh’s military needs among others. No one can deny that
repercussions of these sanctions will include a Russian military base in Tabuk, northwest of
Saudi Arabia, in the heated four corners of Syria, Israel, Lebanon and Iraq.

At a time where Hamas and Hezbollah have turned from enemies into friends, getting this
close to Russia will lead to a closeness to Iran and maybe even a reconciliation with it.
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It will not be strange that Riyadh would stop buying weapons from the US. Riyadh is the
most important customer of US companies, as Saudi Arabia buys 10 percent of the total
weapons that these US companies produce, and buys 85 percent from the US army which
means what's left for the rest of the world is only five percent; in addition to the end of
Riyadh’s investments in the US government which reaches $800 billion.

The US will also be deprived of the Saudi market which is considered one of the top 20
economies in the world.

These are simple procedures that are part of over 30 others that Riyadh will implement
directly, without flinching an eye if sanctions are imposed on it, according to Saudi sources
who are close to the decision-makers.

The truth is that if Washington imposes sanctions on Riyadh, it will stab its own economy to
death, even though it thinks that it is stabbing only Riyadh!

*
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