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US Rejects UN List of Firms with Ties to Israeli
Settlements
The OHCHR published the names of 112 companies that have business ties
with Israeli illegal settlements in the occupied West Bank.
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United States Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said Thursday the U.S. government would
not give any information for a database listing companies operating in the occupied West
Bank.

The list was released Wednesday by the United Nations’ human rights office (OHCHR).

“The United States has long opposed the creation or release of this database,”
Pompeo said in a statement. “Its publication only confirms the unrelenting anti-
Israel bias so prevalent at the United Nations … Attempts to isolate Israel run
counter to all  of our efforts to build conditions conducive to Israeli-Palestinian
negotiations that lead to a comprehensive and enduring peace.”

The OHCHR published the names of 112 companies that have business ties with Israeli
illegal  settlements  in  the  occupied  West  Bank.  The  UN agency  said  94  firms  are  based  in
Israel and 18 in six other countries.

It  identified  companies  domiciliated  in  the  U.S.,  France,  the  Netherlands,  Luxembourg,
Thailand, and the United Kingdom, including Airbnb, Booking.com, and TripAdvisor Inc.,
among others.

A spokesman for Michelle Bachelet, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, said the
report was not a “blacklist” intended to qualify the activities of these companies as illegal.

Yet the publication prompted a Palestinian threat of legal action against the firms and raised
concerns that the companies could be targets of boycotts or divestment to pressure Israel
over its settlements.

Two  leading  U.S.  senators  backed  Pompeo’s  comments  slamming  the  release  for  the
consequences it could have on the companies, including boycott.

Democratic Senator Ben Cardin and Republican Senator Rob Portman called it an “anti-
Israel  database,  akin  to  a  blacklist,  of  companies”  that  made  significant  U.S.  companies,
including General Mills and Airbnb, exposed to boycotts.

“The Human Rights Council should use its energy to encourage both Israel and
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the Palestinians to return to good faith negotiations,” said Cardin. “The United
States cannot stand by while American businesses are being pressured by a
foreign entity because of their work in Israel, one of our key allies.”

Palestinians hailed the long-awaited publication, with Foreign Minister Riyad al-Maliki
calling it a “victory for international law.”

For his part, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the OHCHR was a “biased
and uninfluential body.”

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Featured image is from Trocaire

The original source of this article is teleSUR
Copyright © Telesur, teleSUR, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Telesur

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/UN-Disclosure-of-Companies-Involved-in-Israels-Settlements-Urged-20200114-0020.html
https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/US-Rejects-UN-List-of-Firms-With-Ties-to-Israeli-Settlements-20200213-0029.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/telesur
https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/US-Rejects-UN-List-of-Firms-With-Ties-to-Israeli-Settlements-20200213-0029.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/telesur
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

