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US Military Base in Bangladesh at the Heart of a
Revolution
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Former Bangladeshi Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, has a shocking accusation against the
US. On August 12, while in exile in India, she told the Economic Times,

“] could have remained in power if | had surrendered the sovereignty of Saint Martin

Island and allowed America to hold sway over the Bay of Bengal. | beseech to the
people of my land, ‘Please do not be manipulated by radicals’.”

Hasina resigned on August 5 after weeks of violent street protests by students angry at a
law which awards government civil service jobs. The protests began in June 2024 after the
Supreme Court reinstated a 30% quota for descendants of the freedom fighters who won the
independence for the country in 1971 after fighting against Pakistan with the help of an
Indian military intervention. The students felt they were facing an unfair system and would
have limited opportunity for a job based on their educational qualifications, instead of
ancestry.

On July 15, Dhaka University students were protesting and calling for quota reforms, when
suddenly they were attacked by individuals with sticks and clubs. Similar attacks began
elsewhere and rumors circulated that it was a group affiliated with the ruling Awami League.

Some believe the group who began the violence was paid mercenaries employed
by a foreign country. Street protesters who were met by a brutal crackdown were the
western media description of the March 2011 uprising in Syria. However, the media failed to
report that the protesters were armed and even on the first day of violence 60 Syrian police
were killed. The question is in cases like Bangladesh: was this a grass-roots uprising, or a
carefully staged event by outside interests?

By July 18, 32 deaths were reported, and on July 19, there were 75 deaths. The internet was
shut down, and more than 300 were killed in less than 10 days, with thousands injured.

Some call the Bangladeshi uprising the ‘Gen Z revolution’, while others dub it the ‘Monsoon
revolution’. But, experts are not yet united in a source of the initial violent attack on student
protesters.

Hasina had won her fourth consecutive term in the January 7 elections, which the US State
Department called ‘not free or fair’. Regional powerhouses, India and China, rushed to
congratulate the 76-year-old incumbent.

Hasina had held the peace in a country since 2009 while facing Radical Islamic threats.
Targeting Bangladeshi Hindus was never the message or the intent of the student
movement, according to some student activists.
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The Jamaat-e-Islami has never won a parliamentary majority in Bangladesh’s 53-year
history, but it has periodically allied with the opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP).
Jamaat, as the party is widely known, was banned on August 1, when Hasina blamed the two
opposition parties for the deaths during the anti-quota protests.

Muhammad Yunus, a respected economist and Nobel Laureate, accepted the post of chief
adviser in a transitional government until elections are held. He said he will seek to restore
order as his first concern.

The Saint Martin Island is a stretch of land spreading across merely three square kilometers
in the northeastern part of the Bay of Bengal, and is the focus of the US military who
seek to increase their presence in Southeast Asia as a balance against China.
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On May 28, China praised Hasina for her decision to deny permission for a foreign
military base, commending it as a reflection of the Bangladeshi people’s strong national
spirit and commitment to independence.

Without naming any country, Hasina had said that she was offered a hassle-free re-election

in the January 7 polls if she allowed a foreign country to build an airbase inside Bangladeshi

territory.

“If I allowed a certain country to build an airbase in Bangladesh, then | would have had
no problem,” Hasina told The Daily Star newspaper.

Bangladesh was formerly East Pakistan, becoming a part of Pakistan in 1947, when British
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India was divided into Hindu-majority India and Muslim-majority Pakistan. Bangladesh was
founded in 1971 after winning a war of independence. On August 15, 1975, a military
coup took over, and Hasina’s father, Sheikh Mujibur Rehman, was assassinated
along with most of his family members.

The US State Department, aided by the CIA, have a long history of political
meddling in foreign countries. Examples are the 2003 ‘regime change’ invasion of Iraq,
and in the 2011 ‘Arab Spring’ we saw the US attack Libya to overthrow the government, the
US support of the ‘freedom fighters’ in Syria who were Al Qaeda terrorists, and the US
manipulated election in Egypt which installed a Muslim Brotherhood member as President.
The American Lila Jaafar received a 5 year prison sentence for her manipulation of the
Egyptian election, but Hillary Clinton evacuated her from the US Embassy in Cairo before
she could serve her prison sentence, and she is now the Director of the Peace Corps with a
White House office.

The US often uses sectarian issues and strife to accomplish their goals abroad. After the
Islamists in Bangladesh drove out Hasina, reports of attacks on Hindu temples and
businesses circulated on mainstream Indian TV channels.

Hindus, Muslim-majority Bangladesh’s largest religious minority, comprise around 8% of the
country’s nearly 170 million population. They have traditionally supported Hasina’s party,
the Awami League, which put them at odds with the student rioters.

In the week after Hasina’s ouster, there were at least 200 attacks against Hindus and other
religious minorities across the country, according to the Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist
Christian Unity Council, a minority rights group.

The police have also sustained casualties in their ranks, proving the protesters were armed
as well, and went on a weeklong strike after Hasina fled to India.

Dhaka-based Bangladesh Institute of Peace and Security Studies said they believe inclusivity
and plurality are important principles as Bangladesh navigates a post-Hasina era. Those
exact words: inclusivity and plurality are current ‘buzz-words’ used in Washington, DC.
based political and security groups.
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Hasina is credited with doing a good job balancing Bangladesh’s relations with regional
powers. She had a special relationship with India, but she also increased economic and
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defense ties with China.

In March 2023, Hasina inaugurated a $1.21 billion China-built submarine based at
Bangladesh’s Cox Bazaar off the Bay of Bengal coast.

On May 28, China praised Hasina for refusing to permit a foreign air base. Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said,

“China has noted Prime Minister Hasina’s speech, which reflects the national spirit of
the Bangladeshi people to be independent and not afraid of external pressure.”

Mao said some countries seek their own selfish interests, openly trade other countries’
elections, brutally interfere in other countries’ internal affairs, undermine regional security
and stability, and fully expose their hegemonic, bullying nature.

China has invested over USD 25 billion in various projects in Bangladesh, next highest after
Pakistan in the South Asian region, who also steadily enhanced defense ties with
Bangladesh supplying a host of military equipment, including battle tanks, naval frigates,
missile boats besides fighter jets.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Hasina had long ignored the democratic
backsliding in each other’s countries to forge close ties, and bilateral trade increased with
Indian corporations striking major deals

“l also congratulate the people of Bangladesh for the successful conduct of elections.
We are committed to further strengthen our enduring and people-centric partnership
with Bangladesh,” Modi said in a post on X in January.

Mainstream Indian news outlets, which often serve as mouthpieces for Modi’'s Hindu
nationalist government, have been focused on a Bangladeshi Islamist party. “What is
Jamaat-e-Islami? The Pakistan-backed political party that brought down Sheikh Hasina’s
govt,” read one headline. “Jamaat may take control in Bangladesh,” read another, quoting a
senior member of Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

Some critics claimed India “covertly” helped Hasina win the election, while others said New
Delhi used its influence to tone down US and European criticisms of the Bangladeshi vote.

Modi’s Hindu nationalist BJP party came to power in 2014, and Modi’'s commitment to a
Hindu rashtra, or Hindu nation, while turning its back on secularism has undermined a core
Indian foreign policy principle.

In 2019, the Modi government passed controversial citizenship laws that were criticized as
anti-Muslim. The BJP’s strident anti-migrant rhetoric sees hardline party members often
railing against Muslim “infiltrators” with Indian Home Minister Amit Shah infamously calling
Bangladeshi migrants “termites” during an election rally in West Bengal.

The revolution to oust a long-serving leader, who kept the Muslim majority and the Hindu
minority in a peaceful coexistence, has opened a new chapter for Bangladesh society. Will
this prove to be a destabilizing period in which the Islamic party, Jamaat, holds sway over
the society? Will the secular history of Bangladesh be forgotten? The final question will be,
when will the new US military base be opened on Saint Martin Island?
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Steven Sahiounie is a two-time award-winning journalist. He is a reqular contributor to
Global Research.

Featured image: People gather around the residence of Bangladeshi prime minister in Dhaka,
Bangladesh, 5 August 2024. In an address to the nation, Chief of Army Staff General Waker-Uz-Zaman
announced that Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has resigned after weeks of unrest and an interim
government will be formed to run the country. [EPA/EFE/Stringer]
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