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Members  of  the  US  Congress  fear  that  if  a  military  and  financial  aid  package  for  Ukraine
cannot be agreed before Christmas, it could be delayed until after the 2024 presidential
elections, which take place in the distant November. The Economist notes that due to this
funding uncertainty, “now America has become one of Ukraine’s greatest worries” since
Washington has been “Ukraine’s greatest saviour as it marshalled arms, money and more to
help” to fight Russian forces.

According to the London-based outlet, “the longer the delay, the more the Republican and
Democratic parties will “become consumed by election fever.”

“If there is no deal before Christmas, some in Congress worry, a fresh allocation of aid may
be delayed until after the elections in November 2024,” the Economist reported, citing a
source in the US Senate, who added that if Donald Trump was to be elected president,
funding could stop completely.

Ukrainian  officials  fear  that  without  American  support,  Kiev’s  allies  in  Europe  could  lose
heart, with the magazine highlighting that Ukraine is trying to boost its defence industry,
which was famous during the Soviet era but has been badly neglected since.

“No matter how much we grow local production, we would be hugely dependent on
Western partnerships,” admitted a senior official in Kiev.

Another Ukrainian source cited by the Economist said,

“In  the spring the flow of  military  supplies  was a  broad river.  In  the summer it  was  a
stream. Now it is a few drops of tears.”
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Without US and Western funding, Ukraine’s collapse would be imminent since this was the
decisive factor in why the eastern European country’s military has survived for as long as it
has. The situation is so dire that the Ukrainian Ministry of Economy and the National Bank
believe that Ukraine’s GDP is expected to reach pre-crisis 2021 levels only in 2030. 

Ukraine’s GDP dropped 29.1% last year, falling from 5.5 trillion hryvnia to 3.8 trillion hryvnia
at constant prices, considering 2021 as the base year. With an average annual growth rate
of 4.8%, the Ukrainian economy will reach pre-crisis levels only in 2030, when GDP will
reach 5.6 trillion hryvnia at 2021 prices.

In comparison, the International Monetary Fund expects an average growth of 4.3% per year
for the Ukrainian economy from 2025 to 2028.

Meanwhile, the Russian economy, which contracted 2.1% last year to 132.5 trillion rubles in
2021  prices,  is  forecast  to  grow  2.45%  this  year,  reaching  a  GDP  of  135.7  trillion
rubles. Despite the sanctions, this value represents approximately 445 billion rubles more
than recorded before the crisis.

Evidently, the sanctions against Russia have failed whilst Ukraine continues to struggle. Yet,
despite this reality, the Biden administration is adamant about maintaining sanctions and
financing  Ukraine  and  is  only  blocked  from  doing  so  because  of  the  strong  opposition  in
Congress.

Biden’s unrelenting yet failed Ukraine policy will likely be his undoing since his popularity
continues to plummet in the polls.

The latest Morning Consult poll, updated on November 27, had Biden’s approval rating at
38% and his disapproval rating at 55%. According to FiveThirtyEight’s average of all polls,
Biden’s approval rating sat at 39%, with 54.7% disapproving.

The New York Times/Siena College polls at the beginning of November showed Trump ahead
of Biden in four of the six swing states. Still, more indicators of the president’s electoral peril
soon followed. Biden’s popularity in head-to-head matchups with Trump is dwindling, as
seen in the fact that among the latest surveys this month from 13 separate pollsters,
Biden’s position is worse than their previous polls in all but two.

As Politico highlighted,

“And while polls suggest most of the movement comes from voters abandoning Biden
— who might become undecided but not swing to supporting Trump — the Republican
has also started to gain steam. Trump’s vote share in the national polling average is
higher now than at any point in the past year.”

A massive reason for the swing in popularity between Biden and Trump is their respective
positions on the Ukraine war.

Trump has claimed he can end the conflict in 24 hours, and even though this is doubtful, it
points to the fact that he wants to wrap up this war quickly.

Biden, on the other hand, not only instigated the start of the war but is attempting to
continue it for as long as possible, even at the expense of the American taxpayers who are
already struggling with the cost of living.
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If funding of Ukraine is discontinued until at least November 2024, Moscow will likely have
ended the war by then after achieving their goals and will be ready to start engaging in slow
normalisation efforts with Washington – if Trump were to be elected.

And even if Congress eventually approves a new aid package for Ukraine, it will only merely
delay for a short duration Russia’s final victory.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and  subscribe  to  our  Telegram Channel.  Feel  free  to  repost  and  share  widely  Global
Research articles.

Ahmed Adel is a Cairo-based geopolitics and political economy researcher. He is a regular
contributor to Global Research.

Featured image is from InfoBrics

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Ahmed Adel, Global Research, 2023

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Ahmed Adel

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://infobrics.org/post/39075/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ahmed-adel
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ahmed-adel
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

