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As the United States national election draws ever nearer the fringe stories that just might
influence the outcome are increasing both in magnitude and in number.

On Thursday I participated in a fascinating talk sponsored by Washington’s Committee for
the Republic, which is “a citizen-based, non-partisan, nonprofit organization founded in 2003
[that] sponsors speakers monthly on challenges to the American Republic, including the
military-industrial  complex,  too-big-to-fail  banks,  campaign  finance,  and  US
competitiveness.” The featured speaker for the evening was Josh Paul who “resigned from
the  State  Department  on  October  18,  2023,  over  disagreement  with  the  Biden
administration’s unconditional surge of military equipment to Israel. The surge greenlighted
Israel to equal or better the instruction of Thucydides: ‘The strong do what they can and the
weak suffer what they must.’
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Josh is an insider’s insider.  He toiled in the State Department for more than 11 years
working as a Director  in  the Bureau of  Political-Military Affairs,  which is  responsible for  US
security  assistance  and  arms  transfers.  He  also  served  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of
Defense, US Army Staff… Josh holds master’s degrees from the Universities of Georgetown
and  St  Andrews,  Scotland.  He  is  currently  a  Non-Resident  Fellow  at  the  organization
Democracy Now for the Arab World (DAWN) and a recipient of the 2023 Callaway Award for
Civic Courage.”

Josh  has  cited  the  wisdom of  George  Washington’s  Farewell  Address  warning  against
excessive fondness for any one nation because

“[A]  passionate attachment  of  one nation for  another  produces a  variety  of  evils.
Sympathy for  the favorite  nation,  facilitating the illusion of  an imaginary common
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interest in cases where no real  common interest exists,  and infusing into one the
enmities of the other, betrays the former into a participation in the quarrels and wars of
the latter without adequate inducement or justification. It  leads also to concessions to
the favorite nation of privileges denied to others which is apt doubly to injure the nation
making  the  concessions;  by  unnecessarily  parting  with  what  ought  to  have  been
retained, and by exciting jealousy, ill-will, and a disposition to retaliate, in the parties
from whom equal  privileges are withheld.  And it  gives to ambitious,  corrupted,  or
deluded citizens.”

One might immediately perceive that George Washington very well described the possible
consequences derived from the junior partnership which the United States finds itself locked
into in its “wag the dog” relationship with the State of Israel. The “passionate attachment”
has been amply demonstrated over the past year of warfare in Gaza in which the US has
shamefully showered weapons and money on an Israel that is openly carrying out highly
visible war crimes against the Palestinians in an attempt to achieve something like complete
removal or extermination of the Gazans.

To my delight, Paul explained how policy making with Israel as the most favored nation
works in practice. The United States federal government ignores its own laws to include two
amendments of the 1961 Foreign Aid Act, known as the Symington and Glenn amendments,
which ban aid to clandestine nuclear powers. Israel has a secret nuclear weapons arsenal
that  is  cleverly  ignored  through  a  policy  of  “nuclear  ambiguity”  by  the  US  federal
government to allow the tribute money payment and other unilateral support to continue.
An Energy Department directive actually  demands imprisonment for  any federal  official  or
contractor who even mentions that Israel might have a nuclear weapons arsenal. To sustain
the “nuclear ambiguity” policy on Israel’s weapons program, the government also uses
deliberately improper classification to conceal what it is up to.

In addition, there is the Leahy law, which is also completely ignored in its establishment of a
process which on paper requires a careful examination of how and when transferred US
provided weapons are used, to include examination of possible “gross violations of human
rights.” When that is the case, the sale or transfer of weapons is supposed to be denied.
Israel, which is committing war crimes right out in the open that amount to a genocide and
which has senior government officials calling for extermination of Arabs, is uniquely exempt
in practice from such examination while Secretary of State Tony Blinken and his cast of
spokesperson-buffoons lie persistently to both the government itself and to the public. They
lie every time when they claim that it has not been demonstrated that Israel is guilty of such
crimes against humanity, nor even when Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu openly
mandates a near complete blockade of food and medicines, resulting in starvation and
unneeded deaths.

Paul cited an example of how the system works in practice, with Jewish state demanding
weapons often followed up with the Israeli Embassy in Washington calling the White House a
few hours later asking “What is the hold up?” The White House then sends word down to the
Pentagon and State Department to “Get moving on it!”  All  other countries seeking to
purchase American weapons have to go through the vetting process and stand in line to
wait their turn.

Image is from the Public Domain
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It seems that Israel always gets what it wants. There has been a great deal of speculation
about the surprise decision by President Joe Biden to deploy in Israel a $1.15 billion Terminal
High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) missile  defense system which will  be manned by
roughly 100 American soldiers on the ground. An advanced team of the soldiers and the
battery itself were reported as having arrived in Israel shortly after the announcement of the
deployment, and it turns out that a second battery was already in place in Israel.

The  commitment  ultimately  derives  from  the  Biden  regime’s  frequently  repeated
unconditional “ironclad” pledge to defend Israel,  but it  interestingly creates a potential
tripwire situation leading to an escalation and a much larger war if American soldiers should
die in an Iranian or Hezbollah attack. And there is little to look for on the upside as the
soldiers and equipment will be inside a nation which is neither an actual ally nor a friend, as
its leader Prime Minister Netanyahu has demonstrated repeatedly over the past year in
rebuffing the many proposals regarding mitigating the horror on display in Gaza put forward
by Biden. There is also a political price to pay in terms of the US relationship with nations in
the Middle East and beyond as the Jewish state is indubitably carrying out a genocide while
apparently simultaneously seeking to go to war with all its neighbors to expand its territory
to become “Eretz” or “Greater” Israel and establish itself as the preeminent military power
in the Middle East. But, at the same time, Netanyahu knows that he needs an active role by
the United States as his partner against major powers like Iran to accomplish that goal,
which is perhaps why an insistent Israeli leadership somehow was able to pressure the
White House into making a commitment of THAAD in spite of the potentially disastrous
possible consequences.

So, the United States has absolutely nothing to gain by sending its batteries and soldiers to
serve  as  potential  targets  in  Israel  and  much  to  lose.  And  there  has  been  serious
consideration of what the THAAD would be able to accomplish if it did wind up in the middle
of  a  shooting  war.  Former  CIA  and  State  Department  officer  Larry  Johnson  describes  the
THAAD projectile as “a large bullet that is supposed to strike an in-bound missile and break
it up. It is a kinetic weapon, i.e., it does not explode.” It is not clear why Israel, which claims
to have the best air-defense system in the world, would want or need the THAAD. Beyond
that, there is a logistical problem related to the system which Johnson declares to be that
“As a tactical and strategic weapon, THAAD is a bust.” There are only nine THAAD launchers
in the entire world. Each launcher has mounted on it eight missiles, which means if Iran fires
100 missiles 84% of them will be safe from THAAD even assuming that 100% of the THAAD
projectiles  from  the  two  batteries  score  a  direct  hit.  Reloading  the  system  is  also
complicated and there is a supply problem. Lockheed Martin apparently built only 1,000
missiles for this system which would mean that there will not be a lot of spare parts sitting
around in a warehouse in Israel waiting to be sent to the front. Another point not to be
ignored is that each missile costs $12.6 million, not exactly cheap ammunition.
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There are a number of other factors that might be in play leading to the deployment.
Johnson observes that the White House has been negotiating with Netanyahu over possible
plans to attack Iran. He believes that it might be “A tangible gesture of support for Israel by
the Biden Administration, [which] may be playing a desperation card in order to persuade
Israel not to attack Iran.” Some observers note, however, that such a reckless plan relying
on good decisions being made by a nuclear armed Israel might go wrong in a number of
ways and become a formula for initiating World War 3, which would certainly kill millions of
people. At the same time, it is useful to consider what might be achieved by the introduction
of the battery and soldiers into an extremely volatile situation as they alone could not deter
or  even  significantly  blunt  a  major  Iranian  attack.  So  what  is  the  motive?  And  what  other
elements are playing into the decision? And how does the leak of a Top Secret codeword
protected  US  government  document  exposing  the  Israeli  secret  nuclear  arsenal  and
describing possible Israel preparations for a pending Israeli attack on Iran mean?

Even though time is running out, The Washington Post is reporting that Israel has already
decided to attack military sites in Iran before the US election. There is some discussion
apparently still going on over whether targeting by Israel (possibly joined by the US) will
include  oil  fields  and  refineries  as  well  as  underground  nuclear  research  sites.  Having
Washington as a partner in the enterprise is just what Netanyahu wants as initiating a new
conflict  with  Iran  will  invite  Tehran’s  retaliation,  possibly  killing  the  US  military  personnel
inside  Israel,  and  bingo  the  US  will  be  at  war  fighting  for  Israel,  which  is  something  that
Biden might actually be trying to avoid at least until the US election is over. That is why he,

completely out of character, also warned Israel by way of a letter on October 13th that he
would give Israel 30 days to undo the blockade of food and medicine going into Gaza, which
is causing mass starvation, on humanitarian grounds or he would consider an embargo on
some arms being illegally provided to the Jewish state. It  did not take much profound
analysis of the statement to realize that 30 days will be after the US election and, no matter
who wins,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  do  anything  to  punish  Israel.  The  statement  is
essentially phony and is all about the election. In fact, as a majority of Democratic Party
voters oppose Biden/Kamala’s support of what Israel is doing to the Gazans and Lebanese, it
might be intended influence the outcome of a close election.

Which leaves us with the TS document that allegedly exposes elements in the Israeli plan of
attack. Who leaked it and why? U.S. officials are scrambling to determine how two leaked,
highly  US  classified  documents  conveying  potential  Israeli  plans  to  attack  Iran  got  on  the
Telegram app. According to the New York Times, the documents were prepared “in recent
days”  by  the  National  Geospatial-Intelligence  Agency,  which  analyzes  information  and
images collected by America’s fleet of spy satellites.

There are several theories regarding these leaked reports. Trita Parsi, the Executive Vice
President  of  the  Quincy  Institute  for  Responsible  Statecraft,  opines  that  there  are  five
plausible theories for what is behind the leak. The first theory posits an Iranian hacking of
the servers  of  the US intelligence services and leaking the document as part  of  their
psychological warfare against Israel, suggesting that they have learned Tel Aviv’s top secret
war plans, possibly delaying what is intended. The second theory is that a dissident within
the US government seeking to prevent or delay the war may have leaked it, but an initial
internal  investigation  has  reportedly  already moved on to  looking for  possible  outside
government perpetrators, though that speculation might itself be a lie.

Third, the Biden administration may have carried out the leak itself in order to delay the
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Israeli attack until after the election. Biden cannot say “no” to Israel, but he might well
illegally expose even top secret intelligence with the aim of confusing preparations and
delaying Israel’s planned attack.

Fourth,  the  Israelis  may  have  obtained  or  even  fabricated  the  report  and  leaked  it
themselves with the objective of confusing Iran and inducing it to look for attackers in all the
wrong places. And Five, possibly a close American ally — a Five Eyes state (FVEY) or a NATO
ally with access to FVEY intelligence — might have leaked it, suggesting that a friendly
country’s government might be so frustrated with Biden’s unwillingness to “stop Netanyahu
from starting the largest war in the Middle East since World War II that they are taking
matters into their own hands to sabotage Netanyahu’s escalation plan.”

When it comes to THAADs or no THAADs or leaks of top-secret intelligence, the Democrats
would like to do whatever it takes to establish a narrative that will help them stay in power.
That would include creeping dangerously close to getting involved in what might develop
into a major war by blindly adhering to the blandishments of one notably rogue nation to
help destroy another nation that in no way threatens the United States. Then the White
House and State Department will lie about it all, as will Israel, to cover up what the true
intentions and motives of the various players were. That will be the sleight of hands that will
be playing out in the next few days. Where is the truth? The truth might itself turn out to be
a lie!

*
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Featured image: President Joe Biden participates in a restricted bilateral meeting with Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu at the Hotel Kempinski in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, October 18, 2023. (Official
White House Photo by Cameron Smith)
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