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US Has Established 17 Illegal Military Bases in Syria:
State Senator Richard H. Black
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Virginia State senator Richard H. Black has made it clear that the United States makes
trade between Iran and Syria more difficult by occupying the north of the Euphrates River in
accordance with ‘Plan B’ announced several years ago by Secretary of State John Kerry.

He told the Syriatimes e-newspaper that The U.S. has attempted to block routes between
the countries  wherever  possible  and it  has  established 17 bases  in  Syria  without  the
slightest lawful justification for doing so.

“The United States has established a semi-autonomous region dominated by
Syrian Kurds to control the region. Since Kurds make up only 20% of the area’s
population, allowing them to dominate the region creates a political unstable
situation; the much larger Arabic population is almost certain to take up arms
to avoid falling under the domination of the Kurdish minority. This creates a
situation where ethnic violence provides justification for the U.S.  to remain in
the  area  indefinitely,  since  the  United  States  has  announced  its  intention  to
prevent the resurgence of ISIS. The reemergence of violence in the area would
likely be attributed to ISIS and used as a pretext for continued occupation,” the
senator said.

U.S. refuses to publicize barbaric nature of its premier “moderate rebel” group

Asked about the US use of internationally banned weapons in attacking areas in the north of
Syria, Sen. Black replied:

“There are reports that the U.S. has used cluster bombs and white phosphorus
in  Syria.  The  U.S.  has  denied  those  allegations.  Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  led
coalition repeatedly complains about the use of so-called “barrel bombs” by
Syria.  It  is  not  clear  what  the  distinction  is  between  a  barrel  containing
explosives and shrapnel and a 15,000 pound “bunker-busting” bomb that hurls
razor-sharp shrapnel great distances.”

Source: Syria Times

He pointed out that during his recent visit  to Syria [in September 2018] he entered a
building that contained “barrel rockets” that were manufactured by the terrorists who were
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driven from Aleppo.

“Some people claim that “barrel bombs” should be illegal because they are not
precision-guided.  The  “barrel  rockets”  were  fired  by  terrorists  into  random
civilian areas for the sole purpose of killing innocent people. I have not heard
any of Syria’s military opponents complaining about the use of “barrel rockets”
by the terrorists.  In  fact,  the west  has never  complained about  any legal
violations by terrorists that they support,” the Senator stated.

He made it clear that the United States refuses to publicize the barbaric nature of it’s
premier “moderate rebel” group [the Free Syrian Army], and its constant cooperation with
terror forces like al Nusra and ISIS.

“We know, for example, that the Free Syrian Army frequently beheads and
mutilates captives. We know they have cannibalized soldiers in battle.  We
know that they have thrown postal workers from municipal buildings to their
death. Within the last several weeks, the Free Syrian Army distributed a video
depicting one of its soldiers carrying out an “honor killing” of his own sister by
machine gunning her to death,” the Senator said.

He indicated that he traveled five hours from Damascus to Aleppo on his trip to Syria this
September. Everywhere he went, there was a feeling of joy among the people that the
terrorists were driven out and that freedom had returned to Syria. There was tremendous
gratitude for the Syrian president and the Syrian armed forces.

“Had Western powers, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Turkey overthrown Syria, an al-
Qaeda-style government would have seized power. It would have combined
with ISIS-held territories to form a massive and violent caliphate with all of the
arms presently held by the Syrian Arab Army. Surrounding nations would have
collapsed as a result,  and been integrated into the savage caliphate.  This
terroristic government would have annihilated millions of moderate Muslims
and religious minorities,” Sen. Black asserted.

He went on to say:

“Had the West and its Arab allies succeeded in toppling Syria, I am convinced
that Europe would now be threatened by jihad waged not by isolated terrorists,
but by massive armed forces. In 2016, I went to Palmyra right after it was
liberated by the Syrian armed forces. When I spoke to the pilots and aircrew
standing by an attack aircraft,  I  told them that they were not only fighting to
defend Syria but that they were defending the entire civilized world.”

Continued presence of ISIS is advantageous to the West

The senator,  in  addition,  referred to the fact  that  the Law of  Land Warfare has been
completely disregarded by Western and Arab nations seeking to overthrow the legitimate,
duly elected government of Syria.

“For example, the Law of Land Warfare prohibits the occupation of another
non-belligerent  sovereign  nation.  Nonetheless,  the  United  States  has
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established 17 bases in Syria without the slightest lawful justification for doing
so.  This  has  been done under  the  guise  of  fighting  ISIS.  However,  the  United
States has prohibited Iraqi forces from entering Syria to finish off the final ISIS
pocket where the Euphrates River crosses into Iraq. By the same token, the
U.S. bombed and killed 200-300 Russian fighters who crossed the Euphrates to
attack ISIS positions in the same region,” Sen. Black affirmed.

He added that it seems clear that the continued presence of ISIS is advantageous to the
West even if a massive ISIS caliphate is not.

The Senator concluded by saying:

“In my lifetime, there has never been a greater force of evil than the terror
rained down on Syria by foreign nations. Its cruelty and savagery have had no
bounds. Nonetheless, Syria has defended itself against the economic might of
2/3 of the world’s great powers and has beaten them all. As a career military
officer  and  student  of  military  affairs,  I  cannot  explain  how  Syria  could
accomplish  this  if  it  were  not  the  will  of  God.”
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