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[There  are]  three  ways  to  be  influential  in  American  politics:  make  donations  to  political
parties, establish think tanks, and control media outlets. Haim Saban, Pro-Israel billionaire
and major political contributor, and adviser to Presidential candidate Hillary Clinton, (2009)

[There] is a memo [at the Pentagon] that describes how we’re going to take out seven
countries in five years, starting with Iraq, and then Syria,  Lebanon, Libya, Somalia, Sudan
and, finishing off, Iran. General Wesley Clark, former Supreme Allied Commander of NATO
(1997-2000), (interview of March 2, 2007)

Next  the statesmen will  invent  cheap lies,  putting the blame upon the nation that  is
attacked,  and  every  man  will  be  glad  of  those  conscience-soothing  falsities,  and  will
diligently  study  them,  and  refuse  to  examine  any  refutations  of  them.  Mark  Twain
(1835-1910), American author and satirist

The President does not have power under the Constitution to unilaterally authorize a military
attack in a situation that does not involve stopping an actual or imminent threat to the
nation. Sen. Barack Obama (D.-Ill.), (in a Dec. 20, 2007 interview with the Boston Globe)

Our objective is clear, and that is: degrade and destroy ISIL [ISIS] so that it’s no longer a
threat, not just to Iraq but also to the region and to the United States. Pres. Barack H.
Obama, (at a news conference on Sept. 3, 2014)

 

The chaotic situation in Syria, a country of 22 million, source of some 220,000 Syrian
deaths and of between 6 to 8 million refugees fleeing to Europe, is most confusing.

On the one hand, the Obama administration has been openly violating international law in
actively  supporting  and  arming  a  rebellious  insurrection  and  a  civil  war  against  the
established Assad government.  On the other  hand,  the same administration seems to
consider the Sunni-dominated and foreign-supported terrorist Islamic State organization
(ISIS) opposed to Assad as illegitimate, and declares to want to “degrade and destroy” it
through bombings.

If a foreign government wanted to destroy a country and turn it into ruins, that is probably
what it should do, considering that the same Obama administration has for years supported
protests and fanned the rebellion in Syria, as part of the color revolutions the CIA has
sponsored in many countries, and it has facilitated the rise of Islamic extremism directly and
indirectly in the hope that it would succeed in toppling the secular Syrian regime. From the
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start, this has been a most ambivalent, a most irresponsible, a most inconsistent, a most
incoherent, a most misguided, a most indecent, a most insane, a most destructive and a
most immoral policy, because it has destabilized both Iraq and Syria, because it has resulted
in  millions  of  victims  and  because  it  has  contributed  in  a  big  way  to  creating  the
psychopathic monster that is the ISIS.

Indeed, the ongoing provoked chaos in Syria seems to be a repetition of what the Obama-
cum-Hillary  Clinton  administration  did  in  neighboring  Libya  when  that  country  was
destabilized and destroyed from top to bottom through outside intervention, and reduced to
a  state  of  anarchy.  It  also  followed  the  illegal  military  incursion  by  the  Bush-Cheney
administration in Iraq in order to engineer illegally a regime change in that country, at the
same time that it left it completely destroyed and dysfunctional. All these interventions have
resulted in unmitigated disasters.

Destroying countries in violation of international law and with no empathy for the human
suffering of millions of people seems to have been the official policy of the US government
over the last twenty years, whoever happened to sit in the White House at any given time,
be he a Republican or a Democrat.

There is a pattern here that even the most ignorant and the most dishonest or obtuse brains
cannot help but notice. We all know that this has been the well-publicized plan of the pro-
Israel neocon clique that has been advising successive US governments ever since the
George H. Bush administration of 1989-1993. Their overall objective was to reshape and
transform (i.e. destabilize and destroy) the entire Middle East by provoking the downfall and
breakup  of  Israel’s  neighboring  Arab  countries  (Iraq,  Syria,  Libya,  etc.),  and  by  using
American military power and NATO to do it.

And now, the Obama administration is working hard to deliberately and immorally destroy
the country of Syria to please the Israeli government and other allies such as the totalitarian
Wahhabist regime of Saudi Arabia and the increasinglly Islamist regime in Turkey. Just as
there was no al-Qaeda organization in Iraq before the Bush-Cheney administration invaded
the country in 2003, there was no Islamic State (ISIS) in Syria before the US and its allies
supported the insurrection against the Assad regime, beginning in 2011.

Surrounded by his neocon advisers, who are presumably recommended to their posts by
deep pocket political  campaign contributors,  President Barack H. Obama gives the sad
spectacle of a politician who has morphed into a repeat of George W. Bush, using lies and
false pretenses to justify an incoherent and destabilizing US policy in the Middle East. One
day he says that his government’s policy is to contain and destroy the murderous ISIS
Califate; the next day he gives a tacit or explicit go ahead to the demagogue President of
Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, to attack with F-16 fighter jets the only credible force on the
ground  fighting  ISIS,  besides  the  armed  forces  of  the  Iraqi  and  Syrian  governments,  the
Kurdish  militias.

And when the Russian government brings some assistance to  the embattled Syrian
government of Bashar al-Assad—still the legitimate government of that country, ravaged by
outside intervention by the way—President Barrack H. Obama not only denounces such
assistance, but he warns Russia not to do it, curiously asserting that Russia’s efforts to back
the Syrian government  against  ISIS  are  “doomed to  failure”!  What  strategy and what
failure? One would like to know.
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Indeed, if President Obama were really serious in wanting to eradicate the medieval terrorist
cancer that is ISIS, as he claims he does, one would think that he would logically welcome
any assistance to reach that objective,  whether it  comes from Russia or from Iran,  or
anybody else. But no, Mr. Obama rather says that such assistance is not at all welcomed, at
the same time that the killers of ISIS consolidate their control over a large part of Syria and
of Iraq, and continue decapitating and persecuting Christian Assyrians, Shiites and other
ethnic groups. The result is the creation of millions of refugees that only Europe seems
ready, albeit reluctantly, to accept, after they have been expelled from Turkey, Lebanon or
Jordan, and while the other richest Arab nations, such as Saudi Arabia and Qatar, close their
doors to them.

This does not make any sense. When is Mr. Obama sincere? When he says that his NATO
‘coalition’ attacks in Syria are aimed at eradicating ISIS, or when he says that he has no
legal authority for provoking a neocon-inspired regime change in Syria?

If Pres. Obama does not want to fight al Qaeda—the group behind the 9/11 attacks, and its
close  ally  the  Islamic  State  (ISIS)—he should  at  the  very  least  let  those who want  to  fight
them do it. Nowadays, he seems much more anxious to train and arm small groups of so
called “moderate” Islamist Syrian rebels, (who have not a chance in hell to take control
of the Syrian government), than to really fight the terrorists of al-Qaeda and of the Islamist
State (ISIS), who are the ones who would take over Syria if the Assad government were to
fall. On the contrary, for months now Mr. Obama has done his best to prevent the Kurds, the
Iranians  and  the  Russians,  along  with  the  al-Assad  government,  from fighting  the  Islamist
terrorists. Why? Could somebody ask him why? And, for what purpose?

US-led  airstrikes  in  Iraq  and in  Syria  against  the  Islamist  terrorists  have been judged
ineffective  from  the  start,  and  ISIS  has  demonstrated  it  by  pursuing  its  expansion,
presumably because such very selective bombings were never a priority and were rather a
covert and dishonest show to fool people about the real objective of the US-NATO bombings.

That objective appears not as a priority to destroy ISIS or push it back, but rather to illegally
provoke a regime change in Syria. This is done by backing different sets of Islamist rebels
over time. This is a dangerous game. And all this is for mainly crass economic motives, i.e.
to facilitate the construction of pipelines from the Middle East toward Europe, Turkey and
Israel.

This Machiavellian policy is not only destabilizing and destroying the entire Middle East, it is
now about to destabilize and destroy Europe itself with millions of migrants and refugees
fleeing the mess that has resulted ever since the US-led invasion of Iraq in March 2003 and
the US and its allies’ support for the Syrian insurrection since 2011. European countries
have  already  suspended  the  Schengen Agreement  regarding  freedom of  movement
within  the  European  Union  (EU),  and  other  similar  policy  decisions  of  European
disintegration by member states are to be expected in the coming months if the avalanche
of migrants and refugees continues unabated from the Middle East and northern Africa.

Ever since the neocons have dominated US foreign policy, American-led interventions in
the world have been a source of great instability and of devastating destruction. They have
resulted in creating disaster upon disaster, with hundreds of thousands people dead and
many millions displaced and impoverished, and forced into exile.

So far, at least three countries have been completely destroyed, i.e. Iraq, Libya and Syria,

http://news.antiwar.com/2013/10/02/cia-in-syria-train-moderate-rebels-but-not-so-many-that-they-win/
http://www.thenewamericanempire.com/tremblay=1162.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schengen_Agreement
http://www.presstv.ir/Detail/2015/02/14/397589/Neocons-still-control-US-foreign-policy-


| 4

and the carnage goes on in Afghanistan and in Yemen, with the US supporting Saudi
Arabia’s bombing of the latter country. American politicians and the US government cannot
close their eyes and wash their hands of this chaotic mess because they started it, and
because of that, they have a special responsibility to correct it and contribute to bringing
back peace and order in that part of the world.

If the secular al-Assad government is ever toppled and is replaced by one led by fanatical
Islamists, and if revenge killings and massacres of the Syrian Christians, Alawites, and Druze
ensue—a possible result of the confused imperialistic US-NATO foreign policy—Barack H.
Obama and other American and European politicians will have to place a large part of the
blame on themselves. This is not a trivial matter.

 

Dr. Rodrigue Tremblay is an international economist and author, whose last two books
are:

The Code for Global Ethics, Prometheus Books, 2010; and

The New American Empire, Infinity Publishing, 2004.

T o  r e a d  D r .  T r e m b l a y ’ s  b l o g ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t :
http://www.thenewamericanempire.com/blog.htm

The author can be reached at: rodrigue.tremblay1@gmail.com.

 

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Prof Rodrigue Tremblay, Global Research, 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Prof Rodrigue
Tremblay

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article42824.htmhttp:/www.informationclearinghouse.info/article42824.htm
http://www.amazon.com/The-Code-Global-Ethics-Principles/dp/1616141727/ref=pd_sim_sbs_b_3
http://www.amazon.com/The-American-Empire-Rodrigue-Tremblay/dp/0741418878/ref=pd_sim_b_1?ie=UTF8&refRID=0BP4T7SDQPWNB2D7AXGN
http://www.thenewamericanempire.com/blog.htm
mailto:rodrigue.tremblay1@gmail.com
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/rodrigue-tremblay
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/rodrigue-tremblay
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/rodrigue-tremblay
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca


| 5


