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National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). US Congresswoman Barbara Lee
Objects to $63 Billion Slush Fund

By Global Research News Region: USA

Global Research, December 04, 2014 Theme: US NATO War Agenda
Barbara Lee

Congresswoman Barbara Lee released this statement regarding the Fiscal Year 2015
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) conference bill:

“While | am pleased to see bicameral and bipartisan cooperation and certainly
support several elements of the bill, | have grave concerns about the
conference report.

This bill authorizes $63.7 billion for the Overseas Contingency Operations
(OCO) fund. OCO funds are an accounting gimmick that allows the Pentagon to
fight wars for which we have not paid. | strongly oppose OCO and will continue
to call for a debate and vote on the war in Irag and Syria that is funded by this
slush fund.

| hope my colleagues will join the bipartisan effort to ensure the audit-
readiness of the Pentagon more than 20 years after Congress mandated it by
supporting my Audit the Pentagon Act of 2014 (H.R. 5126). It is time to get
serious about accountability, transparency and oversight.”

Congresswoman Lee is a member of the Appropriations and Budget Committees, the
Steering and Policy Committee, is a Senior Democratic Whip, former chair of the
Congressional Black Caucus and co-chair of the Progressive Caucus. She serves as chair of
the Whip’s Task Force on Poverty and Opportunity.
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