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US Building Military Airbase in Northeastern Syria
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US  experts  are  reconstructing  and  equipping  a  desolate  airport  special  to  carrying
agricultural  products  in  the  region  controlled  by  the  Kurdish  forces  in  Hasaka  region,
Northeastern Syria, to turn it into a military base.

The Lebanese al-Akhbar newspaper reported on Saturday that a number of US experts have
entered the region since 50 days ago to develop and prepare the runways with 2,500m
length and 250m width to be used by fighter jets.

Abu Hajar airport which has not been used since 2010 is located in Tal al-Hajar region in the
Eastern countryside of Hasaka which is controlled by the Kurdish People’s Defense Units
(YPG).

The airbase is located Southeast of the town of Rimelan, which is one of the YPG’s main
strongholds and “largest arms and ammunition depots”.

The US has not received or even asked for a permission from Damascus for reconstructing
the airbase. The United States does not have a UN mandate for interventing in the Syria
war.

The airport will help enable Washington to add an additional safe place to land its forces,
commando units for instance, and bring in military support to its allies who are working to
finalize control over Southern Hasaka countryside, al-Akhbar said.

The report came over a week after the Kurdish region said that the US and Kurdish forces
were working together to construct a 10 hectare military airbase South of the town of
Rimelan in the village of Rimelan al-Basha.

“American experts  are  directly  supervising  the  airbase  with  a  Kurdish  workforce,”  the
reports claimed, saying that US unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) had been flown from the
facility to test it.

The report also said that two helicopter had flown over the town of Rimelan on November 24
and landed eight US military specialists at the airport.

Interestingly, the Kurdish YPG issued a statement saying that “two unknown helicopters”
had flown over Rimelan on the same day.

The following day, the Kurdish media said that residents in the nearby village of Cil Axa had
heard helicopters overhead, although they claimed they were Turkish.
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