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US brushed aside UN nuclear watchdog agency’s
warning that there was no proof Iran seeks atomic
weapons
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US: Iran seeks nuclear weapons

Mon Oct 29, 1:38 PM ET

The United States  on Monday brushed aside the UN nuclear  watchdog agency chief’s
warning that there was no proof Iran seeks atomic weapons, and invited him to stay out of
diplomacy with Tehran.

Mohamed ElBaradei,  head of  the International  Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),  told  CNN
Sunday that he had no evidence Iran was building nuclear weapons and accused US leaders
of adding “fuel to the fire” with their warlike rhetoric.

“He will say what he will. He is the head of a technical agency,” US State Department
spokesman Sean McCormack told reporters. “I think we can handle diplomacy on this one.”

“We appreciate the work that the IAEA is performing but it is the member states of the
international community that are going to be responsible of the diplomacy with respect to
Iran and its nuclear program,” said McCormack.

At the White House, spokeswoman Dana Perino said there was no doubt about Iran’s plans
because “this is a country that is enriching and reprocessing uranium and the reason that
one does that is to lead towards a nuclear weapon.”

Uranium enrichment and reprocessing produces fuel for nuclear reactors, but can also be a
key step to creating the core of an atomic bomb. Iran says it  wants a civilian energy
program, not an atomic arsenal.

Asked whether any country enriching uranium seeks nuclear weapons, US National Security
Council spokesman Gordon Johndroe clarified Perino’s remarks.

“I  would say that we’re concerned about Iran doing this because they could have the
capability  to  have  a  nuclear  weapon.  Each  country  is  different,  but  obviously  Dana  was
asked  and  was  talking  about  Iran,”  he  said.

Iran’s leaders have repeatedly said they will never suspend enrichment, in flagrant defiance
of repeated UN Security Council resolutions calling on Tehran to suspend the process.
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“We have put on the table for Iran a path for them to get a civil nuclear program. And all
they have to do to get there is to suspend its enrichment of reprocessing of uranium and
they can come to the table and we can have a further discussion,” said Perino.

“It’s the Iranians who have decided not to be at that table,” she said.

The United States has sharply escalated its rhetoric against the Islamic Republic, while
slapping a new set of sanctions on its Revolutionary Guards, accused of spreading weapons
of mass destruction, and its elite Quds Force, which was designated as a supporter of
terrorism.

“Iran is the largest national security challenge we have in regards to nuclear weapons
today,”  said  Perino,  who contrasted Tehran’s  approach to  North Korea’s  agreement to
dismantle its nuclear weapons program.

“We are in discussions with North Korea, through the six-party talks, and that is because
North Korea agreed to give up its weapons and make a full declaration of activities that
they’ve been pursuing,” she said.

She was referring to negotiations grouping China, Japan, Russia, North and South Korea and
the  United  States,  and  a  deal  offering  Pyongyang  economic  and  diplomatic  rewards  if  it
gives  up  it  nuclear  weapons  program.

“Iran could have the same option, but they’ve chosen not to,” the spokeswoman said.
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