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US Bans Educational and Recreational Travel to
Cuba

“Cubans should not be used as political pawns. They are human beings," said
James Williams, president of Engage Cuba, a political activist group.
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As of June 5, U.S. citizens will be prohibited from making group educational and cultural trips
known as “people to people” travel to Cuba, Secretary of Commerce Steve Mnuchin of
the U.S. Treasury Department confirmed in a statement Tuesday.

According to the commercial director at Cuba’s tourism ministry, Michel Bernal, the island
nation received about 250,000 U.S. visitors in the first four months of 2019, which
represented a 93.5 percent increase from the same period in 2018.

For the time being, commercial airline flights and travel for university groups, academic
research, journalism and professional meetings will continue to be allowed.

In response to the new sanctions, Cuba Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez wrote on Twitter
that he “strongly rejects new sanctions announced by the U.S., which further restrict
U.S. citizens’ travels to Cuba, aimed at suffocating the economy and harming the living
standards of Cubans in order to forcefully obtain political concessions. Once again they will
fail.”

The “strategic decision to reverse the relation of sanctions and other restrictions” limiting
Cuba-bound travellers was fueled, allegedly, by the belief that the foreign government’s
principles play a “destabilizing role in the Western Hemisphere.” However, Mnuchin
admitted that the decision was just one of many tied to the battle being waged against
Venezuela’s government — which is supported by Cuba, Nicaragua, China, and Russia,
among others.

#Cuba will not be frightened or distracted with new threats and restrictions.
Work, creativity, efforts and resistance is our response. They haven't been able
to suffocate wus. They won't be able to stop us. #SomosCuba
#SomosContinuidad pic.twitter.com/TC85FLICaQ

— Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermldez (@DiazCanelB) June 4, 2019

James Williams, president of Engage Cuba, an activist organization that seeks to end
the 60-year old blockade, criticized the Trump administration of using Cuba as a political
pawn and policing where Americans travel.
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“Our core freedoms ought to no longer be held hostage by politicians for bare
partisanship,” he said, adding that “Cubans should not be used as political
pawns. They are human beings ... As of late’s news is highly opposed for the
Cuban folk, particularly the burgeoning Cuban personal sector, who rely on
American vacationers to toughen their firms and families.”

This latest sanction is just one of dozens imposed against the Caribbean nation since
President Donald Trump rose to office and reimposed the 1950’s economic and tourism
embargo.
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