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The US on Thursday announced a new massive $2.5 billion arms package for Ukraine that
includes Stryker armored combat vehicles for the first time.

The tranche of weapons includes 90 Strykers and 55 Bradley Fighting Vehicles, which the US
first pledged to send to Ukraine as part of an over $3 billion arms package that was
announced earlier this month.

The package also includes munitions for the National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile
Systems (NASAMS), Mine Resistant Ambush Protected Vehicles (MRAPs), and other
equipment.

The Strykers are made by General Dynamics and are designed to transport troops with extra
protection, similar to the Bradleys. The Stryker is lighter and faster than the Bradleys and is
on wheels as opposed to tracks.

Both vehicles can be used to go on the offense, and that’'s what US officials have in mind for
the new transfer. Germany and France have also pledged to send similar armored vehicles.

The UK said it would send 14 of its main battle tanks, the Challenger 2, but it's not clear if
Kyiv will get more Western-made heavy tanks. Berlin is hesitant to sign off on deliveries of
its Leopard 2, and US officials signaled this week that they wouldn't be sending the M1
Abrams.

While Ukraine is receiving a significant amount of new armor, Valery Zaluchny, the
commander of the Ukrainian armed forces, said in Decemberthat he needs at least 300
heavy tanks and 600-700 fighting vehicles if he is to stand a chance to drive Russia out of
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the territory it's captured.

According to the Pentagon, the full $2.5 billion arms package includes the following:

» Additional munitions for NASAMS

= Eight Avenger air defense systems

» 59 Bradley Infantry Fighting Vehicles (IFVs) with 590 TOW anti-tank missiles and
295,000 rounds of 25mm ammunition

= 90 Stryker Armored Personnel Carriers (APCs) with 20 mine rollers

= 53 MRAPS

» 350 High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicles (HMMWVs)

= 20,000 155mm artillery rounds

= Approximately 600 precision-guided 155mm artillery rounds

= 95,000 105mm artillery rounds

= Approximately 11,800 120mm mortar rounds

= Additional ammunition for HIMARS

» 12 ammunition support vehicles

= 6 command post vehicles

= 22 tactical vehicles to tow weapons

= High-speed Anti-radiation missiles (HARMs)

= Approximately 2,000 anti-armor rockets

= Qver 3,000,000 rounds of small arms ammunition

» Demolition equipment for obstacle clearing

= Claymore anti-personnel munitions

» Night vision devices

= Spare parts and other field equipment

US military aid for Ukraine is being pulled from funds that have already been authorized by
Congress and signed into law by President Biden, which at this point amounts to about $113
billion.

Several other NATO members pledged more military aid for Ukraine on Thursday as their
defense ministers met in Brussels. The UK announced it would send 600 Brimstone missiles,
and Poland said it would provide S-60 anti-aircraft guns with 70,000 rounds of ammunition.
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