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This month, the United States announced it will provide Afghanistan with $327 million in
humanitarian assistance, largely funneled through federal agencies supervised by the U.S.
State Department such as the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). While this
may seem like a lot of money considering Washington'’s failure to pass basic social and
infrastructure policies for people in the United States, it’s only a fraction of the $7 billion in
Afghan financial reserves the Federal Reserve Bank of New York illegally seized last year.
Moreover, as with all USAID projects, “aid” is primarily used to serve U.S. economic and
political interests. Finally, these funds will not ameliorate the damage tens of millions of
Afghans are forced to endure from the devastating U.S./EU-led sanctions.

The contradictions in U.S. foreign policy, coordinated by the U.S./EU/NATO Axis of
Domination, continue to sharpen. The Taliban’s regressive policies toward women are still
being used to justify calls for U.S.-backed regime change in Afghanistan. Many seemingly
well-meaning reports from popular outlets like Reuters, AP News, New York Times, Foreign
Policy and the U.S. military’s own, Stars and Stripes, continue to push imperialist
propaganda, justifying continued U.S. intervention in Afghanistan.

These outlets confuse the U.S. public as to who is primarily to blame for the humanitarian
crisis in Afghanistan and erase the violent U.S. history there.

The Taliban continues to condemn the impact of the U.S.-led asset freeze and sanctions,
along with a growing number of other countries, such as China and Russia. If conditions for
all Afghans—including women, children and the rural poor—are to improve, it is clear the
United States must end its war on Afghanistan as well as be held to account for its decades-
long campaign of destruction and destabilization in the region.
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