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On January 31, the UN International Fact-Finding Mission on Israeli Settlements in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory published damning findings.

Access them in full through the following link.They revealed multiple international law
violations. Settlements compromise fundamental Palestinian human rights.

Violations are “interrelated.” They comprise “part of an overall pattern of breaches.”

They're “characterized principally by the denial of the right to self-determination and
systemic discrimination against the Palestinian people which occur on a daily basis.”

“Since 1967, Israeli governments have openly led, directly participated in, and
had full control of the planning, construction, development, consolidation and
encouragement of settlements.”

Christine Chanet headed the UN mission. She’s a consummate French government insider.
From 1992 - 1996, she was Paris Court of Appeals advocate-general.

Since 1996, she’s been a Court of Cassation judge. It's France’s civil/criminal court of last
resort. It's the equivalent of America’s Supreme Court.

She represents the UN Human Rights Committee. She’s held various other government
positions.

They include Ecole Nationale de la Magistrature junior magistrate (1970), Ministry of Justice
Central Administration magistrate (1970), Secretariat of State for Women’s Affairs technical
advisor and special assistant (1974), and Secretary of State for Culture special assistant
(1976).

They also include Ministry of External Affairs Legal Affairs Directorate special assistant
(1981), French Foreign Affairs Ministry International Civil and Criminal Affairs and Human
Rights Department head (1983), and French Office of Minister of Justice technical advisor
(1988).

Since 1996, she served on the UN Human Rights Committee. Twice she was chairperson.

She was a member of the UN Committee against Torture (1988 - 1990). She’s Personal
Representative of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights on Cuba.

In 2003, she was elected a member of the International Commission of Jurists.

She chairs the committee in charge of reviewing criminal law decisions following European
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Court of Human Rights criminal law decisions.
She’s a French National Consultative Commission on Human Rights member.
Her UN Mission findings cited Fourth Geneva’s Article 49.

It prohibits “Individuals or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected
persons from occupied territory to the territory of the Occupying Power or to that of any
other country, occupied or not....regardless of their motive.”

They said “Israel must cease all settlement activities without preconditions.” They benefit
Jews exclusively. They institutionalize racist segregation. Military occupation enforces
policies contrary to international law.

Mission member Asma Jahangir “call(ed) on the government of Israel to ensure full
accountability for all violations.” She said it must “put an end to the policy of impunity and
to ensure justice for all victims.”

Mission member Unity Dow added:

“The magnitude of violations relating to Israel’s policies of dispossessions,
evictions, demolitions and displacements from land shows the widespread
nature of these breaches of human rights.”

“The motivation behind violence and intimidation against the Palestinians and
their properties is to drive the local populations away from their lands, allowing
the settlements to expand.”

Mission members interviews dozens of people. They testified about confiscated land,
damaged property, and lost livelihoods, as well as security force and settler violence.

The report describes “creeping annexation that prevents the establishment of a contiguous
and viable Palestinian state and undermines the right of the Palestinian people to self-
determination.”

It covers Israel’s colonization history. It discusses restrictions on Palestinian free movement,
expression, assembly, religious rights, living standards, access to water and other
resources, institutionalized inequality, discrimination, and intimidation, dispossession, and
overall Israeli lawlessness.

It said “facts brought to the attention of the Mission indicate that the State of Israel has had
full control of the settlements in the OPT since 1967 and continues to promote and sustain
them through infrastructure and security measures.”

“The Mission notes that despite all the pertinent United Nations resolutions
declaring that the existence of the settlements is illegal and calling for their
cessation, the planning and growth of the settlements continues both of
existing as well as new structures.”

It wants settlement activities halted without preconditions. It calls for “immediately
initiat(ing) a process of withdrawal of all settlers from the OPT.”
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It wants companies and governments to “assess the human rights impact of their activities.”
It wants them to “cease all connections to settlements.”

It wants them to consider economic and political sanctions.
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PLO member Hanan Ashrawi called the report “principled,” “candid,” and “incredible.”

PA spokesperson Nour Adeh said it “confirms and deepens the application of international
law and shows that the law applies to all, and no one is above it.”

Israel’s Foreign Ministry condemned the report. It called it “one-sided, biased,
counterproductive and unfortunate.”

Former Foreign Minister/convicted felon Avigdor Lieberman called for severing Israeli/UN
Human Rights Council relations. Israel boycotted it deliberations. It refused cooperation
when asked.

Haaretz called the report the UN’s “harshest condemnation of Israeli policy in the West Bank
since 1967.” It's the first UN report calling for economic and political sanctions.

Haaretz discussed the findings in detail. It provided a link to the full report. It deserves
careful reading and discussion.

A Final Comment

From January 21 - February 1, the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) held its 15th session
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Working Group.

On January 29, Israel’'s assessment was scheduled. It was its first since December 2008. It
failed to show up. It boycotted the session. Doing so was unprecedented.

The Palestinian Center for Human Rights (PCHR) condemned Israel’s refusal to participate.

It said its boycott reflects “another demonstration of its contempt for international human
rights norms, and is made possible by the complacency of the international community.”

“The failure to hold Israel to account for its violations of international human
rights and humanitarian law has further deepened the culture of impunity
which allows such violations to occur.”

Fifteen Israeli and Palestinian human rights organizations called on HRC “to take a firm
stand consistent with the seriousness of Israel’s obstructive actions to date.”

They warned that Israel’s unprecedented move is “one that could be followed by other
States refusing to engage with the UN in order to avoid critical appraisals.”

They added that Israel’s “move to suspend cooperation with the Council and the OHCHR
(Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights) must be viewed within the context of its
ongoing refusal to respect the decisions, resolutions and mechanisms of the UN.”

“Consecutive Israeli governments have refused to recognize the State’s
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obligations under international human rights law with regard to the Palestinian
population of the occupied Palestinian territory, obligations repeatedly
reaffirmed in statements by UN treaty bodies.”

UNC postponed its review until October. Last year, Israel reduced relations with the
organization. It did so following its decision to investigate settlement activities. It threatens
severing relations entirely. Rogue states operate that way. Israel’s one of the worst.

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago and can be reached at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net.

His new book is titled “Banker Occupation: Waging Financial War on Humanity.”
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Visit his blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com and listen to cutting-edge discussions with
distinguished guests on the Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio Network
Thursdays at 10AM US Central time and Saturdays and Sundays at noon. All programs are

archived for easy listening.

http://www.progressiveradionetwork.com/the-progressive-news-hour
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