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UN  staff  continue  to  play  an  important  and  at  times  life-saving  role  among  many  people
facing humanitarian crisis.  However the role of the UN in maintaining world peace has
suffered and has been increasingly marginalized as big powers tend more frequently to take
the matters into their own hands.

Nevertheless, the UN remains very important and relevant for any peace initiatives, and one
should not and cannot ignore the potentially very significant contribution of the UN in any
world peace initiatives.

While  there  are  many  conflict  zones  in  the  world  and  many  risks  to  peace,  there  is  wide
agreement that the biggest risk to the peace and safety of the world comes from the
possibility of any direct confrontation between the USA/NATO and Russia. The two sides
have nearly 11000 nuclear weapons as well as other weapons of mass destruction and
highly destructive weapons. If in any direct confrontation of the two sides, only 5 to 10% of
the nuclear weapons get used, then this would more or less end all life on earth and this
would happen in the most painful way imaginable.

Despite the fact that the possibility of a direct confrontation between the USA/Russia and
NATO is the biggest danger facing our troubled world, adequate efforts have not been made
to reduce this possibility.

In recent years the possibilities of such confrontation have been increasing. Several treaties
regarding reduction of nuclear arms threat in various ways have not been renewed or else
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have  broken  down.  There  has  been  increasing  suspicion  and  hostility  between  the
leadership of two sides. Eastward expansion of NATO has always been a source of escalating
tensions.

Matters have come to a head during the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war and in the prolonged
brinkmanship the risks of a direct confrontation between Russia and the USA/NATO have
been increasing steadily and have been at a very high level for a prolonged period. This is
deeply worrying but there are not many ongoing efforts to reduce these high risks.

Unfortunately the UN has also not been seen to be actively involved in reducing these
escalations at various points of important events. As various red lines were being crossed in
the relationship of two sides becoming more dangerous, the United Nations could have
intervened to prevent the escalation to the extent possible. It could at least have sounded
timely warnings in more effective ways.

However not all  is lost yet and the UN can still  make an important contribution to de-
escalation.

In  this  effort  it  should  seek  and  obtain  the  support  (which  should  be  readily  available)  of
several senior statesmen, diplomats, academics and other experts and peace activists who
have from time to time issued statements regarding the need to reduce these tensions or
else through their writings and speeches are known to be very worried about the very high
risks and possibilities of direct confrontation between US/NATO and Russia. With their help
the  UN  can  organize  very  important  international  conferences  and  also  smaller  get-
togethers from where important  statements and warnings can be issued not  once but
several times to emphasize the need for reducing tensions and risks of direct confrontation
between NATO/US and Russia. These statements and warnings should be further used to
spread worldwide awareness regarding the world-level very high risks of such confrontation.
With the statements released at various conferences distinguished statesman and experts
should meet leaders of both sides to demand de-escalation. 

All this should continue till some good results are achieved. With the authority as well as the
goodwill of the UN behind this, such a campaign is likely to achieve much better results
compared to any campaign launched by any other organization.

*
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Reviews

“This book is a ‘must’ resource – a richly documented and systematic diagnosis of the
supremely pathological geo-strategic planning of US wars since ‘9-11’ against non-nuclear
countries to seize their oil fields and resources under cover of ‘freedom and democracy’.”
–John McMurtry, Professor of Philosophy, Guelph University

“In a world where engineered, pre-emptive, or more fashionably “humanitarian” wars of
aggression have become the norm, this challenging book may be our final wake-up call.”
-Denis Halliday, Former Assistant Secretary General of the United Nations

Michel Chossudovsky exposes the insanity of our privatized war machine. Iran is being
targeted with nuclear weapons as part of a war agenda built on distortions and lies for the
purpose of private profit. The real aims are oil, financial hegemony and global control. The
price could be nuclear holocaust. When weapons become the hottest export of the world’s
only superpower, and diplomats work as salesmen for the defense industry, the whole world
is recklessly endangered. If we must have a military, it belongs entirely in the public sector.
No one should profit from mass death and destruction.
–Ellen Brown, author of ‘Web of Debt’ and president of the Public Banking Institute   
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