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“This [U.S-Russian conflict that’s being carried out in Ukraine] is a prelude to World War Ill. A
lot of people know this.” So says Yuri Shcherbak, who was Ukraine’s Ambassador in
Washington during 1994-1998.

Dr. Shcherbak was one of Ukraine’s few progressives ever to become an official of the
Ukrainian Government. He now is speaking out publicly for the first time to express his
concern about the movement toward a nuclear conflict between the United States and
Russia, and about Ukraine’s dangerous current role in helping to bring that about.

In 1998, he authored a book The Strategic Role of Ukraine, published by Harvard University
Press; so, this is a subject that he knows a lot about.

On Monday, December 29th, he spoke on Ukraine’s Channel 5 television, to warn his country
about the direction of their newly installed Government, one which had come to power in a
violent coup on February 22nd and has spent its time since then bombing the area of
Ukraine that had voted 90% for the democratically elected Ukrainian President who was
overthrown in the coup that brought this new Government to power.

Dr. Shcherbak is especially concerned about the issue because of his intensive knowledge of
“the strategic role of Ukraine,” and also because of his having served in Washington as
Ukraine’s Ambassador. Dr. Shcherbak also speaks here as being a rare person in his
country’s recent political history: an anti-communist who also is anti-fascist.

In fact, unlike virtually all major current Ukrainian politicians, Dr. Shcherbak was never a
communist, and he was also opposed to the nazism that is represented especially by
Ukraine’s Right Sector Party, and by Ukraine’s Svoboda (or ‘Freedom’) Party that had called
itself “The Social Nationalist Party of Ukraine” until the U.S. CIA advised them to change
their name to “Svoboda.” (Ukraine’s political culture has still not gotten much beyond the
two Ukrainian political polar viewpoints: that Hitler-was-good-and-Stalin-was-bad, versus
Stalin-was-good-and-Hitler-was-bad; and almost all of the exceptions to that polarity, the
supporters of democracy and opponents of anysort of totalitarianism, are in the region that

is currently being bombed. The CIA has always supported the pro-Hitler Ukrainians.)

Shcherbak (despite his coming from Ukraine’s ultra-conservative northwestern half) is an
authentic Ukrainian champion of democracy. As such, he also is a respected international
expert on the topic of U.S-Russian relations and of Ukraine’s role in that. He’s not just
another person who has an opinion on the matter.
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His full statement on this issue, as quoted Monday at the influential Ukrainian
website politnavigator.net, was:

“This is a prelude to World War Ill. A lot of people know this. For example,
[consider] Zaporizhia nuclear power plant just 160 kilometers away from the
[current] fighting. Can you imagine what a disaster might happen if it gets hit
by a shell? Do we have an alternative to the Minsk talks [between Ukrainian
President Petro Poroshenko and the leaders in the rebelling area]? Can we
declare war against Moscow and conduct it by means of merely a swift
operation? No. Because in this case the cruise missiles will fly from
Russia tomorrow against Kiev.”

Channel 5 TV was owned by today’s Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko until he became
elected by the voters (in the non-rebelling region) to become the President (over all of
Ukraine) on May 25th. This channel, where Poroshenko had hired the producers, is generally
regarded as still representing his viewpoints. Poroshenko is now being strenuously attacked
by other Ukrainian oligarchs, especially by the U.S. White House’s friend lhor Kolomoysky (a
big financial backer himself of the extermination-campaign), as being insufficiently
aggressive inexterminating the residents in Ukraine’s rebelling region. Dr. Shcherbak is
saying, basically, that exterminating those people with increased intensity would be
dangerous for all Ukrainians, not only for the ones in the southeast, whom the Government
has been bombing.

When the European Union, immediately after the February 22nd coup, sent an investigator
to Kiev to find out who was behind the massive bloodshed that had brought about the
downfall of Ukraine’s democratically elected then-President Viktor Yanukovych and the
installation of the new pro-‘Western’ regime which was replacing Yanukovych, the
investigator found that even Petro Poroshenko himself privately admitted then to him that
the masked gunmen were from their side, not from Yanukovych'’s, and so the idea (being
spread in Washington and Kiev) that Yanukovych was behind it was just a story for the
public, not the actual truth of the matter. The EU’s Foreign Affairs Minister was shocked to
learn this, then immediately changed the subject (since the EU is basically controlled from
Washington).

Poroshenko is now trying to satisfy Washington and the American oligarchs who control it, at
the same time as he is satisfying the oligarchs in Ukraine itself (of which he is one). Thus, for
Dr. Ambassador Shcherbak now to appear on Poroshenko’s former TV station, when
Poroshenko is quite possibly about to be replaced by a politician who wants to bomb the
rejectionist region even more than Poroshenko has already been doing, might possibly
reflect this intensifying political split among Ukraine’s oligarchs, regarding whether they
really do want a nuclear attack by Washington against Russia — an attack from which
Ukraine would be perhaps the major staging-area, and likely to suffer far more than
America’s oligarchs. So, a split is opening within the international aristocratic order, as
events proceed closer toward a nuclear attack.

The ultimate decision will be made by Barack Obama — or, perhaps (if after 2016), by
whomever succeeds him. In any case, he has built the foundation for such an attack.

Investigative historian Eric Zuesse is the author, most recently, of They’re Not Even Close:

The Democratic vs. Republican Economic Records, 1910-2010, and of CHRIST'’S

VENTRILOQUISTS: The Event that Created Christianity.

| 2


http://www.politnavigator.net/konflikt-na-ukraine-ehto-prelyudiya-tretejj-mirovojj-vojjny-shherbak.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/5_Kanal_%28Ukraine%29
http://www.globalresearch.ca/oligarch-ihor-kolomoyskyi-washingtons-man-in-ukraine/5382766
http://www.globalresearch.ca/oligarch-ihor-kolomoyskyi-washingtons-man-in-ukraine/5382766
http://rinf.com/alt-news/editorials/obama-definitely-caused-malaysian-airliner-downed/
http://rinf.com/alt-news/editorials/enemies-ukraine-speak/
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article39119.htm
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article39119.htm
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article39119.htm
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article39119.htm
http://rinf.com/alt-news/editorials/obamas-ukrainian-stooges/
http://www.washingtonsblog.com/2014/06/indications-u-s-planning-nuclear-attack-russia.html
http://www.amazon.com/Theyre-Not-Even-Close-Democratic/dp/1880026090/ref=sr_1_9?ie=UTF8&qid=1339027537&sr=8-9
http://www.amazon.com/Theyre-Not-Even-Close-Democratic/dp/1880026090/ref=sr_1_9?ie=UTF8&qid=1339027537&sr=8-9
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007Q1H4EG
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007Q1H4EG

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Eric Zuesse, Global Research, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Eric Zuesse
About the author:

Investigative historian Eric Zuesse is the author, most
recently, of They're Not Even Close: The Democratic
vs. Republican Economic Records, 1910-2010, and of
CHRIST’S VENTRILOQUISTS: The Event that Created
Christianity.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/eric-zuesse
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/eric-zuesse
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

