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“(Maidan) Protesters naively believed that if they overthrow current government, which was
corrupted and inefficient,  they  will  achieve all  their  aims.  In  fact,  since  the  result  (comes)
from  the  very  foundations  of  this  social  system  it  was  impossible  by  changing  the
government. And what is important is that this indignation of people was used, I believe, by
external forces to achieve their aims, which were very different from what was pursued by
rank and file participants of these events.”

-Ruslan Dzarasov (from this week’s interview.)
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Four  years  ago this  week,  following the  Ukrainian  president’s  decision  to  abandon an
agreement to enhance trade ties with the European Union and pursue closer relations with
Russia, small protests started to emerge in Kiev which would eventually grow to major
clashes with police in broad-based demonstrations. The Euromaidan movement was born!
[1]

Ultimately,  events  in  February  in  front  of  the  Ukraine  parliament,  would  lead  to  the
departure  of  President  Yanukovych  and  the  installment  of  a  new  Western-friendly
government. [2]

The new authority in Kiev, and the spectre of ultra-nationalist  influence threatening ethnic
Russians in the east of the country led to the secession of Crimea and similar efforts in the
Donbass region, in particular, the republics of Donetsk and Lugansk. [3]

A civil war has persisted in which Russia is accused of exerting its influence. With rebels in
the east entrenched and successfully fending off the Ukraine government’s ‘anti-terrorism’
operations, a cease-fire process has been put in place. [4]

In recent weeks representatives of Russia and the U.S. have been discussing the terms by
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which U.N. ‘peacekeeping’ forces may be dispatched to the region. [5]The full institutional
weight of the U.S. government, so far excepting President Trump, is promoting the transfer
of $47 million worth of lethal defensive weapons to Kiev for use in the Donbass. [6]Further,
a proposal is before the Ukrainian parliament, otherwise known as the Verkhova Rada,
which would, if passed, declare Russia and ‘aggressor’ country, and move to suspend trade
ties with it. The so-called Re-integration Act would also likely trigger the resumption of
military operations in Donbass. [7][8]

It  has  been  difficult  to  engage  the  broader  public  in  a  proper  conversation  about  how  to
direct policy toward the Donbass conflict, especially as it is obscured by narratives painting
Russia and its involvement as a menace. [9]

On this week’s installment of the Global Research News Hour, two analysts present an in-
depth perspective on the political and economic history of the nearly four year old conflict,
probe  the  way  the  international  community  has  inserted  itself  into  the  situation,  and
ascertain what prospects for peace and recovery remain for this troubled Eastern European
country.

Ruslan  Dzarasov  heads  the  department  of  Political  Economy  at  Plekhanov  Russian
University  of  Economics.  His  field  of  research  includes  Keynesianism  and  Marxism,  and
analysis of the Soviet experience and liberal reforms among others. On September 30, 2017
he presented at the University of Manitoba on the subject of post-Communist Russia, global
capitalism, and the Ukraine crisis, as part of the Geopolitical Economy Research Group’s
Revolutions conference.

Roger Annis  is a socialist,  trade union activist and retired aerospace worker based in
Vancouver, B.C. He has written several articles on peace and social justice issues, and edits
the NEW COLD WAR website.

Both men spoke to the Global Research News Hour at the Fort Garry Hotel in Winnipeg, in an
interview recorded on October 2nd, 2017.
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The Global  Research News Hour airs every Friday at 1pm CT on CKUW 95.9FM in Winnipeg. The
programme is also podcast at globalresearch.ca . The show can be heard on the Progressive Radio
Network at prn.fm. Listen in everyThursday at 6pm ET.

Community Radio Stations carrying the Global Research News Hour:

CHLY 101.7fm in Nanaimo, B.C – Thursdays at 1pm PT

Boston College Radio WZBC 90.3FM NEWTONS  during the Truth and Justice Radio Programming slot -
Sundays at 7am ET.

Port Perry Radio in Port Perry, Ontario –1  Thursdays at 1pm ET

Burnaby Radio Station CJSF out of Simon Fraser University. 90.1FM to most of Greater Vancouver, from
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Langley to Point Grey and from the North Shore to the US Border.

It is also available on 93.9 FM cable in the communities of SFU, Burnaby, New Westminister, Coquitlam,
Port Coquitlam, Port Moody, Surrey and Delta, in British Columbia, Canada. – Tune in  at its new time –
Wednesdays at 4pm PT.

Radio station CFUV 101.9FM based at the University of Victoria airs the Global Research News Hour
every Sunday from 7 to 8am PT.

CORTES COMMUNITY RADIO CKTZ  89.5 out of Manson’s Landing, B.C airs the show Tuesday mornings
at 10am Pacific time.

Cowichan Valley Community Radio CICV 98.7 FM serving the Cowichan Lake area of Vancouver Island,
BC airs the program Thursdays at 6am pacific time.

Campus and community radio CFMH 107.3fm in  Saint John, N.B. airs the Global Research News Hour
Fridays at 10am.

Caper Radio CJBU 107.3FM in Sydney, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia airs the Global Research News Hour
starting Wednesday Morning from 8:00 to 9:00am. Find more details at www.caperradio.ca

RIOT RADIO, the visual radio station based out of Durham College in Oshawa, Ontario has begun airing
the Global Research News Hour on an occasional basis. Tune in at dcstudentsinc.ca/services/riot-radio/

Notes:

Iryna Stelmakh and Tom Balmforth (Nov 21, 2014), ‘Ukraine’s Maidan protests – one year1.
o n ’ ,  R F E / R L ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  T h e  G u a r d i a n ;  
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/nov/21/-sp-ukraine-maidan-protest-kiev
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-RyOaFwcEw2.
https://www.rbth.com/international/2016/09/05/the-minsk-agreements-2-years-2-deals-but-3.
no-peace-in-ukraine_627177
ibid4.
https://www.unian.info/politics/2249989-stratfor-hints-of-a-shift-in-the-ukraine-conflict.html5.
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/will-president-trump-finally-arm-ukraine6.
https://www.unian.info/politics/2252461-weeks-milestones-budget-and-christmas-in-parlia7.
ment-anti-corruption-mess-and-avakov-the-constitutionalist.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/will-ukraine-cut-diplomatic-relations-with-russia-will-kiev-res8.
ume-military-operations-against-donbass/5618506
https://www.globalresearch.ca/the-nyts-yellow-journalism-on-russia/56092869.
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