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The British government is spending tens of millions on media projects in Eastern Europe
which are often presented as fighting “Russian disinformation”, but which may involve the
UK’s own information operations.

The British government ploughed at least £82.7m of public money into media projects in
countries bordering or near Russia in the four years to 2021.

The projects, which take place across 20 countries in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, are
run through the Conflict, Stability and Security Fund (CSSF), a cross-government pot of
money with the stated aim of preventing “instability and conflicts that threaten UK
interests”.

The National Security Council, which is chaired by the prime minister, sets the fund’s
strategic direction. But a parliamentary committee found the CSSF was “being used as a
‘slush fund’ for projects” which “do not meet the needs of UK national security.”

The findings come as tensions between Britain and Russia are high over Ukraine. The UK has
accused Russia of planning to invade or launch a coup in Ukraine to install a pro-Moscow
government.

Last month Britain began supplying the eastern European country with new anti-tank
weapons. Some of the UK-funded media projects appear focused on Ukraine.
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Britain is funding media projects in 20 countries (orange) bordering or near Russia (black). (Image:
Datawrapper/DCUK)

‘Counter-disinformation’

The project most clearly directed at Russia is the Counter Disinformation and Media
Development programme. It is run around Russia’s western border, from the Baltic States to
Central and Eastern Europe, although project documents do not disclose specific countries.

It cost £60.4m in the four years to 2021.

The programme "supports [the government’s] Russia Strategy’s objective to protect UK
national security by reducing the harm to democracy and the rules-based international
order caused by Russia’s information operations”.

It also “complements” the UK's Ukraine Strategy - and appears to be focused on the
country.

The project is likely part of the ongoing information war between Russia and Nato. The
funds, UK documents note, aim to “understand and expose disinformation across the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (Nato) space.”

The project was launched in 2016 and initially called the Russian Language programme. It
sees the UK “work with a range of partners to enhance the quality of public and independent
Russian language media”. It later expanded to include non-Russian language media.
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The support to grantees includes “mentoring with UK media organisations”, “consultancy on
programming” and “funded coproductions”. The UK is also supporting media outlets with
“the collection of open-source information”.

The Foreign Office, which runs the programme, refused to give Declassified the names of

| 2


https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:lYLU8TuvkL4J:https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1003218/Counter_Disinformation_and_Media_Development_programme_summary_2020_to_2021.odt+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=uk&client=firefox-b-d
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:lYLU8TuvkL4J:https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1003218/Counter_Disinformation_and_Media_Development_programme_summary_2020_to_2021.odt+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=uk&client=firefox-b-d
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:lYLU8TuvkL4J:https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1003218/Counter_Disinformation_and_Media_Development_programme_summary_2020_to_2021.odt+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=uk&client=firefox-b-d
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:lYLU8TuvkL4J:https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1003218/Counter_Disinformation_and_Media_Development_programme_summary_2020_to_2021.odt+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=uk&client=firefox-b-d
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630285/Russian_Language_EECAD_2017.pdf
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:EU6YbRnn5hwJ:https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/842428/Counter_Disinformation_and_Media_Development_Programme.odt+&cd=4&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=uk&client=firefox-b-d
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:lYLU8TuvkL4J:https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1003218/Counter_Disinformation_and_Media_Development_programme_summary_2020_to_2021.odt+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=uk&client=firefox-b-d

media outlets that have received UK funds.

It also refused to name the UK media organisations that have been “mentoring” through the
programme.
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Featured image: Communication towers in Ukraine. Britain financed the installation of 16 radio
transmitters in eastern Ukraine to broadcast to Russia-backed rebel regions. (Photo: Anton Petrus /
Moment)

The original source of this article is Declassified UK
Copyright © Matt Kennard, Declassified UK, 2022

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Matt Kennard

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://declassifieduk.org/uk-spends-over-80m-on-media-in-20-countries-around-russia/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/matt-kennard
https://declassifieduk.org/uk-spends-over-80m-on-media-in-20-countries-around-russia/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/matt-kennard
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

