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UK’s Police Complaints Commission: We may have
given misleading information on police shooting
that sparked riots
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Release of information in early stages of Mark Duggan investigation

Analysis  of  media  coverage  and  queries  raised  on  Twitter  have  alerted  to  us  to  the
possibility that we may have inadvertently given misleading information to journalists when
responding to very early media queries following the shooting of Mark Duggan by MPS
[London’s Metropolitan Police Service] officers on the evening of 4th August.

The IPCC’s [Independent Police Complaints Commission] first statement, issued at 22.49 on
4th  August,  makes  no  reference  to  shots  fired  at  police  and  our  subsequent  statements
have set out the sequence of events based on the emerging evidence. However, having
reviewed the information the IPCC received and gave out during the very early hours of the
unfolding incident, before any documentation had been received, it seems possible that we
may  have  verbally  led  journalists  to  believe  that  shots  were  exchanged  as  this  was
consistent  with  early  information  we  received  that  an  officer  had  been  shot  and  taken  to
hospital.

Any reference to an exchange of shots was not correct and did not feature in any of our
formal statements, although an officer was taken to hospital after the incident.
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