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U.S. Troops Deploy With Polish Counterparts For
Afghan War
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Sgt.  David Sworobowicz soon will  be putting his  Polish language skills  to  good use in
Afghanistan.

Sworobowicz, a Springfield resident who grew up near Chicago, is one of 18 Illinois National
Guard soldiers who are deploying to Afghanistan with a Polish army unit. Their mission is to
help the Afghan government provide security and build infrastructure in that country.

As part of his duties, Sworobowicz will translate between the Polish soldiers and Illinois
Guard personnel.

“My family is from Poland, and I grew up speaking Polish in my household,” Sworobowicz
said. “My parents sent me to Polish school to learn how to read and write Polish. When I was
a kid, I never knew what I’d be using it for. Joining the military, it came into good use.”

The 18 Illinois Guard members come from across the state, and were chosen for their
individual skills. They volunteered for the mission, and a deployment ceremony was held for
them at Camp Lincoln Tuesday.

Col.  Thomas  Purple  of  Rochester,  commander  of  the  group,  said  the  team  includes
specialists in intelligence, operations, logistics and communications.

“We’re from all over Illinois,” Purple said. “We have school teachers, police officers, full-time
Guardsmen, people who work at Caterpillar, and people who have their own businesses. It’s
a wide variety of individuals.”

While in Afghanistan, the Guard members will be working with the Poles on a variety of
missions, including security operations.

“We will also be working on projects like bridges, medical facilities, schools and bringing
clean water to people. We will be looking at whatcould be useful in that area to support the
government,” Purple said.

The Illinois National Guard has had a partnership with Poland since 1993. Since then, the
Illinois Army National Guard has participated in more than 30 exercises with Polish land
forces.

Purple’s team represents the 14th rotation of Illinois Guard personnel supporting operations
in either Afghanistan or Iraq.
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The team will leave Thursday for two weeks of training at Camp Atterbury, near Edinburgh,
Ind. They will then head to Poland where they will train with Polish forces for about two
months and should arrive in Afghanistan in the fall for a six-month deployment.

Jennifer Stockton of Petersburg was one of the family members who attended Tuesday’s
ceremony. Her husband, Staff Sgt. John Stockton, is on the team.

The upcoming deployment will be Sgt. Stockton’s third.

Jennifer said the deployments don’t get any easier, but she’s proud of her husband.

“He was in the military when we met. He believes in serving his country,” she said.

John Reynolds can be reached at 788-1524. 
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