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U.S. Government Plan, Dated 23 February 2018, for
Coup in Venezuela, Now Leaks Out

By Eric Zuesse
Global Research, May 03, 2019

Region: Latin America & Caribbean, USA
Theme: Intelligence

A detailed plan from “UNITED STATES SOUTHERN COMMAND” dated “23 FEBRUARY 2018”
was  issued  with  the  title  “PLAN  TO  OVERTHROW  THE  VENEZUELAN  DICTATORSHIP
‘MASTERSTROKE’” and is here presented complete. 

This document was personally signed by Admiral Kurt W. Tidd, who was the Commander
(the chief), at SOUTHCOM, and he was thus the top U.S. military official handling Venezuela.
But this was far more than just a military plan. It was comprehensive — directing military,
diplomatic,  and  propaganda,  policies  — regarding  the  Trump Administration’s  planned
“Overthrow” of Venezuela’s Government. His plan has since guided the Administration’s
entire operation, including “the capacities of the psychological war,” regarding Venezuela.

It instructed SOUTHCOM:

“Encouraging popular dissatisfaction by increasing scarcity and rise in price of
the foodstuffs, medicines and other essential goods for the inhabitants. Making
more harrowing and painful the scarcities of the main basic merchandises.” …

“intensifying the undercapitalization of the country, the leaking out of foreign
currency  and  the  deterioration  of  its  monetary  base,  bringing  about  the
application of new inflationary measures.” …

“Fully obstruct imports, and at the same time discouraging potential foreign
investors in order to make the situation more critical for the population.” …

“compelling  him  to  fall  into  mistakes  that  generate  greater  distrust  and
rejection domestically” …

“To besiege him, to ridicule him and to pose him as symbol of awkwardness
and incompetence. To expose him as a puppet of Cuba.” …

“Appealing to domestic allies as well as other people inserted from abroad in
the  national  scenario  in  order  to  generate  protests,  riots  and  insecurity,
plunders, thefts, assaults and highjacking of vessels as well as other means of
transportation, with the intention of deserting this country in crisis through all
borderlands and other possible ways, jeopardizing in such a way the National
Security  of  neighboring  frontier  nations.  Causing  victims  and  holding  the
Government  responsible  for  them.  Magnifying,  in  front  of  the  world,  the
humanitarian crisis in which the country has been submitted to.” …

“Structuring  a  plan  to  get  the  profuse  desertion  of  the  most  qualified
professionals from the country, in order ‘to leave it with no professionals at all’,
which will aggravate even more the internal situation and along these lines
putting the blame on of Government.” …
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“the presence of combat units from the United States of America and the other
named countries, under the command of a Joint General Staff led by the USA.”

It was posted online at the Voltairenet site, and was first copied to a web archive on 14 May
2018. So, it has been online since at least that date. However, because the photo in it of the
document wasn’t made available via software which includes the individual symbols, but
presented only the full visual image of the paper document, it still hasn’t yet gone viral on
the Web. Here, therefore, is the first appearance, on the Web, of the full  document, that’s
manually copied, character-by-character, so that each phrase in this document becomes, for
the  first  time,  web-searchable,  and  thereby  conveniently  available  for  journalists  and
historians to quote from. This prophetic document — the source for what has happened
afterward in and to Venezuela — might therefore finally receive the public attention that it
so clearly merits. 

The document starts with propaganda against Venezuela’s existing Government (and it
totally  ignores  the  extent  to  which  the  pre-existing  U.S.  economic  sanctions  against
Venezuela had actually caused these problems), and it then proceeds to present the U.S.
plan to overthrow the ‘dictatorship’. (Tidd refers to Maduro only as “the Dictator,” except at
the very start and very end. At the end, he commands “the denouncement toward Maduro’s
regimen” and he also uses the phrase “the enemy” to refer to him — as if there had been
the U.S. Constitutionally required authorization, by the U.S. Congress, of this “war.” The
close urges “the dispatch of a UNO military force for the imposition of peace, once Nicolas
Maduro’s corrupt dictatorship is defeated.” The U.N. is militarily to “impose” “peace,” after
the U.S. and its allies have conquered Venezuela.) 

Although Tidd placed 100% of  the blame for  Venezuela’s  problems upon Maduro,  and
ignored the crucial extent to which U.S. economic sanctions had caused them, his plan
emphasized that the U.S. must actively make things even worse for the Venezuelan public
than  America’s  economic  sanctions  had  yet  done.  His  coup-plan  is  loaded  with  such
statements, and, in fact, opens with one: “Encouraging popular dissatisfaction by increasing
scarcity  and  rise  in  price  of  the  foodstuffs,  medicines  and  other  essential  goods  for  the
inhabitants.  Making  more  harrowing  and  painful  the  scarcities  of  the  main  basic
merchandises.”  So:  he  wasn’t  naive.  America’s  induced  suffering  upon  Venezuelans  was
part of his plan for Venezuelans, in order to get them to do what the U.S. regime wants
them to do — overthrow Maduro. Furthermore, the United States Government has had
extensive successes in previous such operations. One example is that this was how Chile’s
Salvador Allende was brought down in 1973 (at a time when the U.S. Government’s claims
to have done it for ‘national security’ reasons had much more credibility than its current
excuse of helping the Venezuelan people does, because the supposedly ideological Cold
War was still on). The only excuse that the perpetrators can come up with, this time around,
is “to put an end to the Venezuelan nightmare and the awakening of theirs beloved nation
at a luminous dawn, in which the vision of fortune, true peace and tranquility predominate
for their fellow citizens.” Impoverish the nation, in order to help Venezuelans attain “true
peace and tranquility.” That’s the plan.  

Below is the document’s entire text.
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