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U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Lists
Sacred Land Outside Chaco Culture National
Historical Park in Newest Fracking Lease Sale
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“Oil  and  gas  has  already  devastated  our  state’s  air  quality,  water  quality  and  flow,  and
public  health.  It’s  clear  the  Trump  administration  will  stop  at  nothing  to  sacrifice  public
interest  for  private  profits.”

***

Just as the government shutdown ended, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management quietly listed
many new sites in their attempt to expand the sale of oil and gas leases. Among those sites
includes land outside Chaco Culture National Park and other public land revered by Native
Americans, the Associated Press reported.

The Great Chaco Region in New Mexico, which includes Chaco Canyon, is a major center of
ancient Pueblo culture and a UNESCO World Heritage Site,” EcoWatch reported.

“Oil and gas has already devastated our state’s air quality, water quality and
flow, and public health,” Rebecca Sobel, senior climate and energy campaigner
for WildEarth Guardians, said. “It’s clear the Trump administration will stop at
nothing to sacrifice public interest for private profits.”

Prior intense protests and public pressure regarding cultural and environmental concerns
caused former Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to postpone a lease sale in the Great Chaco
Region.

A new protest period, which will accept public comment, will begin on Feb. 11 and run
through Feb. 20. An auction is scheduled for March 28, which will include more than 50
parcels in New Mexico and Oklahoma that will be up for grabs, EcoWatch reported.

About 90 percent of the Great Chaco Region is currently leased, but the New Mexico BLM
wants to expand oil and gas development to as close to the park’s 10-miles, no drilling
buffer zone, where more fossil fuel can be found, EcoWatch reported.

Newly elected Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham, a Democrat, just signed an executive order to
combat  climate  change  by  reducing  greenhouse  gas  emissions.  Therefore,  many  New
Mexicans are looking to “newly elected state and federal representatives to finally address
fracking impacts.”
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“We’re  looking  to  New  Mexico’s  newly  elected  state  and  federal
representatives  to  finally  address  fracking  impacts,  and  with  this  week’s
Executive Order on Climate and a slew of proposed statewide bills aimed at
enforcement and accountability around oil and gas, we hope New Mexico can
tun the tide and reign in this dangerous industry, protecting our people and
sacred landscapes,” Sobel said.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above. Forward this article to your email
lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Ashley is an editor, social media content manager and writer at NationofChange. Before
joining NoC, she was a features reporter at The Daily Breeze – a local newspaper in Southern
California – writing a variety of stories on current topics including politics, the economy,
human rights, the environment and the arts. Ashley is a transplant from the East Coast
calling Los Angeles home.
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