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Iraq’s readiness to take military action against Turkey if Ankara fails to withdraw its troops
from Iraqi territory has increased the possibility of NATO involvement on the side of Turkey
and its territorial ambitions, reported the German press on Thursday.

Even though Iraq is aiming for a diplomatic solution to its dispute with Turkey, its
government hasn’t ruled out using military force in order to remove Turkish troops
from Iraqi territory, thus raising the possibility of NATO involvement, German Economic
News (DWN) reported on Thursday.
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QOver 22,000 Iraqgis Killed, Injured in 2015 in Acts of Violence

“If it comes to war, NATO must be on the side of Turkey in Iraq,” the newspaper pointed out.

Irak will keine Turkische Truppen im Land und droht mit Krieg gegen den Nato-
Staat https://t.co/JngQim0fCb

— DonDiMucci (@DonDiMucci) December 31, 2015

‘Iraq doesn’t want any Turkish troops in its country, and threatens war against a NATO
country,” reported DWN.The Federal Republic of Germany has been a NATO member
since 1955. In December the German government announced that its forces were joining
the US-led anti-Daesh (ISIS/ISIL) coalition in a non-combat, support role. On Wednesday,
Iraq’s Foreign Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari said that although Iraq wants to use diplomatic
means to resolve the conflict, it does not exclude the use of force if “fighting is imposed
on us.” “We will consider it (the use of military force) to protect our sovereignty, people and
resources,” said al-Jaafari.
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Tanks of the Turkish army at the Turkey-Iraq border . (File)

In early December, the Turkish government sent a battalion of 25 tanks and about 150
troops into northern Iraq without the permission of the Iraqi government. Ankara said its
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forces were there with the assent of the Iragi government, and were sent in response
to security concerns in northern Irag, where its forces help to train Iragi militia battling
Daesh in northern Iraq. The Iragi government in Baghdad called the incursion a violation
of Iragi sovereignty, and demanded the troops withdraw in 48 hours.

(]

© FLICKR/ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
US-Led Coalition Conducts 24 Airstrikes Against Daesh in Syria, Iraq

At first Turkey refused to withdraw troops from the Bashiga military base, which is close
to Mosul in northern Iraqg, but later agreed to withdraw some of the forces after Iraq
complained to the UN Security Council. On Wednesday the Iragi government again
complained, that Turkey has so far failed to honour the agreement to withdraw all its troops
from Iraqi territory.Turkey has been a NATO member since 1952, and according to the terms
of the North Atlantic Treaty, the principle of collective defence commits its members
to defend each other in the event of an armed attack against another member. However,
Article 5 of the Treaty makes no reference to the alliance’s responsibilities to intervene
in the case of an act of aggression by a NATO country.

The original source of this article is Sputnik
Copyright © Sputnik, Sputnik, 2016

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Sputnik

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



http://sputniknews.com/middleeast/20151231/1032554302/us-coalition-daesh-airstrikes.html
http://sputniknews.com/middleeast/20160101/1032574632/turkey-iraq-military-force-nato.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/sputnik
http://sputniknews.com/middleeast/20160101/1032574632/turkey-iraq-military-force-nato.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/sputnik
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

