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In 2016, longtime Trump advisor, and current ambassador to Israel, David Friedman, said
Trump would recognize Israel’s sovereignty over the entire West Bank if Israel “deemed it
necessary.”
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After U.S. President Donald Trump announced that he planned to unilaterally recognize
Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights — which is internationally recognized as Syrian
territory — some powerful Israeli politicians are now petitioning Trump to also recognize
Israeli sovereignty over Palestine’s occupied West Bank.

After 52 years it is time for the United States to fully recognize Israel’s
Sovereignty over the Golan Heights, which is of critical strategic and security
importance to the State of Israel and Regional Stability!

— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) March 21, 2019

Though Trump casually announced that it was “time for the United States to fully recognize
Israel’s Sovereignty [sic] over the Golan Heights” last Thursday, he made the U.S.’
recognition of Israel’s claim to the territory official on Monday, at a signing ceremony that
was attended by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Trump’s willingness to use his
executive power to grant Israeli land grabs “official recognition” — such as in Jerusalem and
now the Golan — has emboldened far-right Israeli politicians who have long been eager to
annex other territories.

Please, sir, may we have some more?

Following Trump’s announcement via Twitter regarding the Golan Heights, Israeli MK Bezalel
Smotrich, a senior Israeli politician and deputy speaker of Israel’s parliament, stated, also on
Twitter:

For 52 years, we've also been thriving in Judea/Samaria [Israeli name for the
West Bank of Palestine]. Also of critical strategic, historic and security
importance. It is time that we recognize our sovereignty. With God’s help we’ll
move this forward soon, and hope for your [i.e., Trump’s] support then, as
well.”
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Smotrich’s tweet likely highlighted the West Bank’s alleged “critical strategic, historic and
security importance” to Israel because Trump justified his upcoming recognition of the
Golan Heights as Israeli by stating that the Golan Heights have a “critical strategic and
security importance to the State of Israel and Regional Stability [sic].”

Thank you @POTUS. For 52 years, we've also been thriving in Judea/Samaria.
Also of critical strategic, historic and security importance. It is time that we
recognize our sovereignty. With God’s help we'll move this forward soon, and
hope for your support then,as well. https://t.co/el0yWdcZUj

— ynomo 7x7¥2' (@bezalelsm) March 22, 2019

Smotrich, who has lived almost all his life in illegal settlements in the Golan Heights and the
West Bank, is one of the Knesset’'s most vocal promoters of Israel’s annexation of the West
Bank. MintPress reported last year on a bill authored by Smotrich that would allow for the
government regulation of 70 illegal Jewish-only settlements and allow Israeli Jewish citizens
to purchase land in Area C of the West Bank, which accounts for roughly 60 percent of the
total West Bank territory.

Smotrich and his political allies in the Jewish Home Party — who form part of the current
ruling coalition led by Likud — have recently been pushing for Israel’s annexation of the
West Bank so overtly that it prompted the UN to warn last July:

After years of creeping Israeli de facto annexation of the large swathes of the
West Bank through settlement expansion, the creation of closed military zones
and other measures, Israel appears to be getting closer to enacting legislation
that will formally annex parts of the West Bank.”

Whether Trump would entertain yet another Israeli request for unilateral recognition of
illegally held territory — such as the West Bank — is a matter of debate. While it is known
that Trump’s largest political donor — Zionist billionaire Sheldon Adelson — was responsible
for the Jerusalem move, it is not known if Adelson had a hand in Trump’s recent decision to
recognize Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights.

However, the Golan Heights decision seems to be a combination of an effort to boost Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s chances of reelection in May as well as pressure from
the U.S.-based oil company Genie Energy, which seeks to develop the large oil reserves in
the Golan discovered in 2015. Genie Energy’s Israeli subsidiary, Afek, was granted exclusive
drilling rights in the Golan by Netanyahu soon after the oil’s discovery and the company’s
board is stocked with powerful people, including Jacob Rothschild, Dick Cheney and Rupert
Murdoch, among others.

Past statements from long-time Trump advisor, and current U.S. ambassador to Israel, David
Friedman, suggest that Trump is likely to honor Smotrich’s request if it is repeated by other
Israeli politicians with pull in Washington or connections to Adelson. Soon after Trump won
the 2016 election, Friedman claimed that Trump would support Israel’s annexation of much
of the West Bank and even the entire West Bank, if Israel “deemed it necessary.”

The “Deal of the Century” meets Israel’s “Manifest Destiny”
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Since then, the only likely impediment to Trump’s backing of such an effort would be the
fate of the administration’s “Deal of the Century” aimed at brokering “peace” between
Israel and Palestine. That deal, largely drafted by Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner, would
be severely undermined and essentially dead on arrival were Trump to recognize the West
Bank as Israeli.

While Trump’s willingness to continue granting U.S. recognition of Israeli sovereignty over
any more contested areas remains to be seen, what is clear is that his recognition of both
Jerusalem and the Golan Heights as Israeli territory has emboldened powerful elements of
Israel’s government that have long pushed for the country’s expansion in essentially every
direction. Indeed, even if Trump decides to recognize the West Bank as “Israeli,” it is
unlikely that far-right nationalist politicians in Israel would stop there, given their ambitions

in the Sinai peninsula, Lebanon’s offshore gas fields, and elsewhere in the region.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons below. Forward this article to your email lists.
Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Whitney Webb is a MintPress News journalist based in Chile. She has contributed to several
independent media outlets including Global Research, EcoWatch, the Ron Paul Institute and
21st Century Wire, among others. She has made several radio and television appearances
and is the 2019 winner of the Serena Shim Award for Uncompromised Integrity in
Journalism.

The original source of this article is MintPress News
Copyright © Whitney Webb, MintPress News, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Whitney Webb

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2019/02/11/middle-east-jared-kushner-lobby-us-allies-peace-plan/2806161002/
https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4129233,00.html
https://www.mintpressnews.com/israel-claims-rights-to-lebanons-mediterranean-gas-field/237037/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/greater-israel-the-zionist-plan-for-the-middle-east/5324815
https://www.mintpressnews.com/after-trumps-golan-heights-announcement-israeli-politicians-now-pushing-for-us-recognition-of-west-bank-as-israeli/256510/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/whitney-webb
https://www.mintpressnews.com/after-trumps-golan-heights-announcement-israeli-politicians-now-pushing-for-us-recognition-of-west-bank-as-israeli/256510/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/whitney-webb
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

