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Trump Commits US to ‘Indefinite’ Military Presence
in Syria
State Dept officials say Trump signs off on new strategy with more goals

By Jason Ditz
Global Research, September 09, 2018
Antiwar.com 6 September 2018
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According to State Department officials, President Trump has recently abandoned his desire
to “get out” of Syria and bring US troops home.  He has signed a new strategy, which
includes new military goals, and eliminates all timelines for removing troops from Syria.

US troops are in several parts of Syria, mostly in the Kurdish-held northeast. An estimated
2,200  US  troops  are  in  Syria,  though  official  numbers  are  being  withheld  from the  public.
Special Envoy James Jeffrey said the old plan was to leave Syria by year’s end, but now
the troops are committed to an “indefinitely extended” stay.

The new goals are substantial as well, with the US now focusing on forcing Iran out of Syria
and “enduring defeat” for ISIS. Jeffrey says the US is “not in a hurry” and that Trump is now
on board with this idea.

Pentagon  officials  have  long  presented  the  operation  in  Syria  as  more  or  less  permanent,
and have resisted all talk of pullout, including from President Trump. This mirrors their policy
in Iraq, where US troops are similarly positioned in unknown numbers on a more or less
permanent basis.

Trump, interestingly, has not commented on this fairly dramatic change in his position on US
troops in Syria. It is unclear why Trump hasn’t spoken on the matter, but there is no sign
such comments are coming in the near future.

*

Jason Ditz is news editor of Antiwar.com.
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Saharan Africa, Central Asia and the Far East. The U.S. military agenda combines both major
theater operations as well as covert actions geared towards destabilizing sovereign states.

ISBN Number: 978-0-9737147-6-0
Year: 2015
Pages: 240 Pages

List Price: $22.95

Special Price: $15.00

Click here to order.

The original source of this article is Antiwar.com
Copyright © Jason Ditz, Antiwar.com, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Jason Ditz

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/images/584/?240,240,2326473055
https://news.antiwar.com/2018/09/06/trump-commits-us-to-indefinite-military-presence-in-syria/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jason-ditz
https://news.antiwar.com/2018/09/06/trump-commits-us-to-indefinite-military-presence-in-syria/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jason-ditz
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

