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Trans Pacific Partnership Ceremony a Farce: Tough
National Battles Await Bad Trade Deal

By Friends of the Earth
Global Research, February 04, 2016

Region: Asia, Oceania, USA
Theme: Global Economy

Today trade ministers from 12 countries party to the giant ‘Trans Pacific Partnership’ (TPP)
held a symbolic signing of a trade deal, which sets economic and pro-corporate rules for 40
percent of the world economy.

Friends  of  the  Earth  International  warned  that  the  ‘Trans  Pacific  Partnership’,  or  TPP,  will
threaten people and planet, if ratified.

Sam Cossar-Gilbert,  Friends  of  the  Earth  International  Economic  Justice  Resisting  Neo-
Liberalism Coordinator, said:

“The TPP signing ceremony is nothing more than a photo opportunity to try
and prop up this deeply unpopular and environmentally destructive deal. Trade
ministers  know  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  ratify  the  TPP  in  national
parliaments, particularly in the US where all leading presidential candidates
oppose it.”

“The people protesting on the streets of New Zealand today represent the
widespread opposition to this corporate trade deal across the pacific. The fight
against TPP is growing and we must make sure this 6000-page injustice never
sees the light of day.”

“The TPP would undermine environmental regulations on a vast range of issues
including  food safety,  access  to  medicine,  genetic  modification,  chemical  use
and climate change.  For example it would protect “free trade” in dirty energy
products and lead to an increase in coal, oil and gas exports, fueling global
warming.”

”TPP  includes  the  controversial  Investor  State  Dispute  Settlement  (ISDS)
mechanism that enables foreign corporations to sue governments for adopting
policies  that  could  harm their  expected  profits.  Just  this  month,  TransCanada
announced that it would use ISDS to sue the United States for $15 billion for
disallowing  a  dirty   tarsands  oil  pipeline.  TPP  will  further  undermine
government’s ‘right to regulate’, which is why legislators should reject this bad
deal.”

 

For more information contact

Friends of the Earth International Economic Justice, Resisting Neoliberalism Coordinator:
Sam Cossar-Gilbert, +33 7 50 91 89 83, sam.cossargilbert@foe.org.au

Friends of the Earth US, Senior trade analyst, Bill Waren, +1 202 222 0746, wwaren@foe.org
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