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Torture Island: Where Offshore Meets the National
Surveillance State
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From  shady  Wall  Street  banks  and  investment  firms  that  rob  people  blind,  to  Western
governments that prattle on about “democracy” and “human rights” while their favorite
butchers torture and kill their own citizens, it’s a sick, sad world growing sicker and sadder
by the hour.

It certainly can’t hurt when the U.S. Fifth Fleet has the back of those doing the killing, or
when the killers are pampered ne’er-do-wells, a fabulously wealthy clique of hereditary
princes for whom the word “medieval” was invented, who just so happen to lord over one of
the planet’s financial bolt holes.

Last month, Bloomberg Markets Magazine revealed that when “Bahraini jailers armed with
stiff  rubber  hoses”  beat  39-year-old  school  administrator  and  human  rights  activist  Abdul
Ghani Al Khanjar in a windowless dungeon in Manama, his jailers were armed “with another
kind of weapon: transcripts of his text messages and details from personal mobile phone
conversations.”

“It was amazing,” Al Khanjar told investigative journalists Vernon Silver and Ben Elgin. “How
did they know about these?”
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