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Introduction

In  1909,  the  Russian  writer  Lev  Nikolayevich  Count  Tolstoy  (1828-1910),  a
representative of non-violent resistance, gave a speech against war at the age of 80 (1).

As this speech is still highly topical today, at the turn of the year 2023/2024 – including the
deliberate reduction of the world’s population through the COVID mRNA vaccine – some of
the speeches are reproduced verbatim below. They all revolve around the clear, universally
recognised truth, which is binding for all people, “that man cannot or must not kill another
under any circumstances and under no pretext whatsoever” (2).

“Speech Against the War”

“Beloved brothers! We have gathered here to fight against war. (…).

In their hands (the hands of the rulers, R. H.) there are billions of money, millions of
willing soldiers, in our hands there is only one means, but the most important means in
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the world – the truth. And therefore, however small our forces may seem in comparison
with the forces of our opponents, our victory is as certain as the victory of the light of
the rising sun over the darkness of the night.

Our victory is certain, but only on one condition – on the condition that we proclaim the
truth and state it unreservedly, without any digression, without any concession, without
any mitigation. This truth is so simple, so clear, so plausible, so binding not only for
Christians but for every sensible person that it only needs to be proclaimed in its full
meaning so that people can no longer go against it.

This truth is contained in its full meaning in what was said thousands of years before us
in four words in the law that we call the law of God: Thou shalt not kill! This truth says
that  man cannot  or  must  not  kill  another  under  any circumstances and under  no
pretence whatsoever. (…).

I would therefore like to propose to our Assembly that we write and publish an appeal to
the people of all nations, especially Christian nations, in which we state clearly and
straightforwardly what everyone knows but no one or almost no one says: Namely, that
war is not, as men now pretend, a particularly valiant and praiseworthy cause, but that
it is, like all murder, an abominable and sacrilegious act, not only for those who choose
the military career of their own free will, but also for all those who devote themselves to
it for fear of punishment or for the sake of selfish interests. (…).

We must say what everyone knows and only dare not say, we must say that no matter
how  different  a  name  people  give  to  murder,  murder  always  remains  murder  –  a
sacrilegious, disgraceful  act.  (…).  They will  cease to see in war the service of the
fatherland, heroism, the glory of war, patriotism, and will see what is there: the naked,
sacrilegious act of murder. (…).

Those  who  practise  sacrilege  will  be  ashamed,  but  those  who  have  persuaded
themselves that they see no sacrilege in murder will now realise it, and will cease to be
murderers. (…).

That is all I wanted to say. I would be very sorry if I had offended, insulted or aroused
evil feelings in anyone. But it would be a disgrace for me, an old man of 80 years, who
is liable to die at any moment, not to speak quite openly the truth as I understand it,
the  truth  which  I  firmly  believe  is  the  only  thing  that  can  save  mankind  from  the
unfortunate  tribulations  that  war  produces  and  from  which  it  suffers.”  (3)
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(1) Tolstoy, Leo N. (1968). Speech against the war. Political pamphlets. Frankfurt am Main

(2) A. l. c., p. 164

(3) A. a. O., p. 163ff.
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